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AROUND TOWN

Meet Our Transfer Station
Heroes

by Amy Alpert & Kathy Baugh

On Tuesday, May 12th, your intrepid reporters, Amy Alpert and
Kathy Baugh, headed to the Becket transfer station, located at
238 Washington Street, to learn first-hand how to best utilize this
incredible service from our experts and unsung heroes: Bob Will,
Mo Vandesteene, and George Crochiere. We outline the waste
disposal and recycling rules below, but our main take away was
that they have a great system, the bins are clearly marked, and
the guys are more than happy to help out if you have questions
or need assistance.

To make regular use of the Transfer Station, you first need to get your annual permit and garbage bag stickers. You can get both at
town hall or online at www.townofbecket.org/transfer-station. The vehicle permit is $60 a year, plus $5 for additional vehicles.
This price allows you to recycle glass, tin, drink cartons, plastics (note that flexible plastics, such as buckets and trash cans, have
their own bin), cardboard, paper, and metal. They also have a freecycle station, in front of the construction debris bins, that allows
you to swap out lightly or barely used items that you no longer want. The garbage bag stickers are $2 each and need to be attached
to all garbage bags (up to 33 gallons).

In addition to recycling and household waste disposal, they also take bulky waste at $70 an eight-foot pick-up truck load and $50 for
a six-foot pick-up truck load, as well as lawn mowers, mattresses, tires, furniture, appliances, computers/monitors, and appliances
at varying prices. Items containing mercury such as florescent light bulbs and thermostats as well as lithium or rechargeable
batteries can be disposed of for free and have a designated bin as well. The above website has all the specifics on these items.

A little bit about the crew: Bob has worked at the transfer station for the last five years. He is mainly stationed at the shed with the
garbage compactor. Mo has worked at the transfer station for two years. Mo oversees the household waste, metal recycling and
items with a fee associated, listed above. George has worked at the transfer station for two years as well. George mainly covers the
recycling items and does a stellar job of keeping the cardboard trailer neat and organized. All three cover for each other as needed,
particularly on Tuesdays, when one staff member needs to leave at 1:00pm due to
budget constraints.

Again, we found Bob, Mo, and George very professional, friendly and accommodating
—so accommodating in fact, that Bob opens the station at 8:00am on Tuesdays and
Saturdays when their normal business hours are from 9:00am to 5:00pm, as he
knows that some people can only make it before 9:00am. Some special requests
from the crew are that you flatten your boxes, rinse out your bottles and cans, and
attach a sticker to your garbage bag. If we all do our part, we can feel great about
this service and doing our part to keeping our community clean and green.

For broader questions about the transfer station, you can contact Edward Pickert,
Manager, at (413) 623-8988.

Table of Contents: Meet Our Transfer Station Heroes P1 / A Message from Our Editor & Gardening in the

Berkshires, P2 / Esau’s Heel Trail, P3 / Becket Then and Now & the BWCP, P4



A Message from Our Editor

by Kathy Baugh

We can’t believe we are onto the second edition of the Becket Beat! We
want to thank everybody that shared such positive feedback after the first
edition, both verbally and on our website. There is so much great news here
in Becket and we are so excited to have this platform to share it with you.

As we said last month, we want this paper to be a true community
publication so we welcome new members to the team, ideas for future
articles, contributors on a variety of subjects, and suggestions on how we
can make the Becket Beat your source of information on everything Becket.

You can email us at info@BecketBeat.org.

The paper will be available online at www.BecketBeat.org and at the
following drop off locations: Becket Town Hall, Becket Post Office, Becket
Athenaeum, Becket Arts Center, the Becket Motel, Papa Bob’s, Sherwood

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Transfer Station Permits Expire
June 30

S60/yr (S5 each additional vehicle)
New permits at Town Hall or online:
www.townofbecket.org/transfer-station

Beach Permits Available for
Becket Homeowners & Renters

S5 each (maximum of two per household)
Permits at Town Hall or online:
www.townofbecket.org/home/pages/
town-beach

Shoppe, and the Route 8 Pub.
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Gardening In the
Berkshires — Part 1

by Pat Parkins, Gardens of the Goddess

The birds are nesting and hunting for food for their young. We
can see them in flight diligently performing their parental tasks
and soon their fledglings will be out learning to seek their own
dietary delights.

We wingless creatures, in the meantime, are also working
feverishly to plant our vegetable garden beds with the hopes
of having a constant harvest throughout the growing season to
feed our families. Peas, beets, carrots, kale, cabbage, and onion
seeds should all be in the ground by the last week of April. If the
snows have melted, some are pushing leaf by the first week of
May. Always an exciting sight!

May calls for planting spinach and other leafy greens. Potatoes
can also go in the ground after you have green sprouted them.
But this is all assuming your beds are prepared for the growth
of the plants. Preparing your beds well, upfront, will save you

much work and possibly disappointment on the back end.

After the whirlwind of spring preparation, June gets a bit easier.
June is the time to plant all the sun loving plants, including
tomatoes, eggplant, and peppers. These should go in as
plants, either from seed that you grew indoors or from already
established plants grown in a nursery. Annual flowers, such as
borage, zinnias, calendula, cosmos, nasturtiums, and marigolds
can be planted throughout the beds to attract pollinators.

Weed, weed, weed is our mantra throughout the month of
June. The vegetable plants need nitrogen and weeds compete
for this nutrient. Salt hay, from the Cape, is a great way to keep
the weeds down along garden paths and along the edges of your
garden beds. The hay needs salt water for seed germination so
no seeds will sprout in the garden. The hay lasts years, breaking
down slowly into light organic matter that incorporates well into
the soil, enriching it for subsequent growing seasons.

Next month we will focus on insects and compost. In
the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel
free to contact me and my daughter, Brehan Bruce, at
gardensofthegoddess@gmail.com.

Becket events, meetings, and more: www.BecketBeat.org/Community-Calendar




GETTING OUT & ABOUT
Becket’s Esau’s Heel Trail

Designed for hikers of all ages and abilities
by Tommie Hutto-Blake and Al Blake
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Have you noticed the small parking lot on the left side of Route
20 headed east just after Fred Snow Road, the deer statue, and
the large stone Jacob’s Ladder historical marker? It is the trail
head for the newly established Esau’s Heel Trail, which will have
its official opening on Saturday, June 18 at 10am. This event
will be open to the public, with a ribbon cutting, and small
celebration led by a growing number of Becket volunteers who

have grown to love this soon-to-be Becket treasure.

The site of Esau’s Heel Trail, was once known as the proposed
Jacob’s Well Village (a community development that stalled out
inthe early 1990s). A few years back, it was put on the auction list
for the Becket Land Auction. Select Board members Bill Elovirta
and Michael Lavery began to visit the parcels about to be placed
on the auction block. Michael, who lives close to the site, began
to picture the old construction road as a natural straightaway
trail for hikers of all ages. After further research and review this
parcel was taken off the auction list and other interested Becket
folks began to get involved with Michael’s vision.

Al Blake, of the Open Space Recreation Committee, joined
Michael for a walk on the property and immediately thought
about calling on the Greenagers Youth Environmental
Community to come visit the site for some advice and counsel.
This Berkshire County youth group is known for their supervised
trail building. Al felt that in addition to cleaning up the existing
path, there was a potential loop that could be added to the
existing one. After a Greenager tour of the property with two
trail construction leaders, they had immediate suggestions as to
where to build such a loop. Michael and Al requested a formal
Greenager proposal. If you would like to learn more about
this great youth program visit www.greenagers.org or call
(413) 644-9090.

The grant proposal was reviewed and granted by Becket'’s
Community Preservation Committee which is the local funding
arm seeded by the Community Preservation Act (CPA). These
local and state authorizing funds come from a Massachusetts
statute which combines a small percentage of Becket’s tax
revenue dollars with a partial match of state dollars. Becket
joined 188 other Massachusetts communities in 2008 to have
access to these CPA funds for Becket community projects. If you
have a special community project you would like to see funded,
check out this important town committee (www.townofbecket.
org/community-preservation-committee).

The trail volunteers believe this special place is a work-in-
progress. There are visions of future picnic tables and benches
along the trail. One of the future dreams is to have a very special
memorial bench dedicated to long-time Becket resident and
volunteer extraordinaire, Bruce Garlow.

The volunteers hope that one day the straightaway walk of
Esau’s Heel Trail will be designated as an official handicapped
accessible trail. There are state grants that could help reach that
particular goal. We also hope the Becket Washington School
will use the trail as an environmental learning site. Vernal pools
are a part of this site and wood frogs and peepers are currently
singing their spring songs.

The Becket Esau’s Heel Trail volunteers hope you will join us on
June 18 at 10am and in the future to embrace and use just a
small section of our beautiful green space. There are green signs
identifying Esau’s Heel Trail facing in both directions on Route
20. A kiosk has just been installed (made by a local carpenter)
at the trail head.

If you would like to visit the trail virtually before seeing it in
person you can visit the Western Mass Hilltown Hikers website at
www.westernmasshilltownhikers.com.

Have something you’d like to submit? Visit: www.BecketBeat.org/Submissions




BECKET THEN & NOW

Great-Grandson and the Whale

by David Giannini

Many people have read or at least know of Herman Melville’s Moby Dick and know that Melville’s
house, Arrowhead, is a historical site on Holmes Road in Pittsfield. But how many people
remember Paul Metcalf who lived on Quarry Road in Becket? Paul was the great-grandson of
Melville and also one of America’s finest writers. Paul also served Becket as a Planning Board
member in the early 1970s. Just pause a moment and think about Melville’s great-grandson
living in an old farmhouse on Quarry Road where his daughter, Adrienne, still lives and raises
crops with her husband, Josh. Famous and not-so-famous writers and poets would visit the
Metcalf household, including yours truly. It was always a lively time! It is hoped that there will
be a resurgence of interest in Paul’s written works. After all, anyone who wrote in his chicken
coop, as Paul did, was bound to hatch some sort of egg. Meanwhile, you can go the Becket
Athenaeum and check out or order his books.

BECKET WASHINGTON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP (BWCP) NEWS
Thank You from the Becket Washington PTO

The Becket Washington PTO would like to extend a warm-
hearted “Thank You!” to the following organizations and
individuals who helped make our Picnic in the Park such
a success:

The Becket Motel, Darlene Brunell, Mohawk Garage,
Sherwood Shoppe, Heartwood School Timber Framers
Guild, Gardens of the Goddess, Winston and Kathleen
Saville, Berkshire Lakeside Lodge, Sean and Debra
Connors, the Chambery Inn, Becket Police Department,
Becket Volunteer Fire Department, Pioneer Plumbing,
Jeanne Schneid, Sarah Clark, all the families who donated
money, time, raffle prizes, and food for the event, and
all the teachers and staff who made this event possible!
It was so great to see the BWS community together again!

Becket Arts Center
Season Opens June 4 @ Noon!

It is a busy and exciting month at the BAC, starting with
our season opening exhibit on June 4 and continuing with
storytelling, music on the lawn, lectures, and more. Most
events are free and open to the public. Stop in and see us
Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Monday, 12-4pm, or for some of . -
our evening events. BecketArtsCenter.org/events .

Becket Athenaeum Book Sale Fundraiser - June 18, 10am-4pm
(Weather permitting, on the library lawn)

Come browse through an array of books, audiobooks, and more at our first monthly book sale of
the summer! By donation (cash or check). All proceeds support the services and programs at the
Becket Athenaeum! Also enjoy Magnificent Monster Circus presented by Cactus Head Puppets
at 11am, Lauri Fitz-Pegado author presentation and reading at 2pm, and lawn games outside
the library all day. Preregistration required for the reading: BecketAthenaeum.org/events

Becket Beat

Business Manager
Adele Levine

Editor
Kathy Baugh

Technical Editor
Aaron Beatty

Photo Editors
Amy Alpert
Shelley Chandler

Calendar Editors
Aaron Beatty
Jeanine McAdam

Advertising Manager
Shelley Chanler

Circulation Managers
Amy Alpert
Shelley Chanler
Ann Krawet
Pat Vint

Copy Editors
Amy Attias
Shelley Chanler
Ann Krawet

Reporters/ Writers
Al Blake
Tommie Hutto-Blake
Pat Vint

Contributing Writers
Amy Attias
David Giannini

Photographers
Art Alpert
Emily Gunn
Pat Vint

Treasurer
Maria Wallington

The Becket Beat is
published monthly.
Submission guidelines
and more at:
www.BecketBeat.org

Drop us a line - info@BecketBeat.org or visit us online - www.BecketBeat.org




Community Calendar

June 2022

All events & details: www.BecketBeat.org/Community-Calendar

ARTS, CULTURE & MUSIC

Saturday, June 4: Becket Arts Center Season
Opening, Music & Silent Auction / 12-4pm

Saturdays, June 4, 11, 18, 25: Live music
@ Route 8 Pub / See calendar for lineup / 6:30pm

Mondays, June 6, 20: Exploration Lectures / Becket
Arts Center / 6:30-8pm / S5 (free for BAC members)

Saturdays, June 11, 25: Music Brings Communities
Together Live Music / Becket Arts Center / 5pm

Saturday, June 11: Community Day @ Jacob’s Pillow
/ 12-3pm / Free

Sunday, June 12: Storytelling with Ken & Paula
/ Becket Arts Center / 5-7pm

Thursday, June 23: Author Reading: Alexis Portillo
and Jana Laiz / Becket Athenaeum / 4-6pm

Saturday, June 25: Nature Seen Art Exhibit
Opening / Becket Arts Center / 12-4pm

Sunday, June 26: Live music @ Papa Bob’s / 3pm

JEFF WILKINSON

(413) 269-4500 'STONEHOUSE

Jeff@StoneHouseProperties.com {11 PI{OPER I |ES.“

REAL ESTATE

STONE HOUSE PROPERTIES LLC .
35 Railroad Street &a%
Great Barrington, MA 01230 U!:

www.StoneHouseProperties.com PORTFOLIO

—

413-447-5846

Ginger Connor, The Becket Connection

RED HorsiE REAL ESTATE

www.RedHorseRealEstate.com

PO Box 111 Becket MA 01223
Ginger@RedHorseRealEstate.com

MORE COMMUNITY EVENTS

Wednesdays, June 1, 8, 15, 21, 29: Hatha Yoga
Classes Becket Town Hall / 9-10am / $3 per class

Wednesdays, June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: Storytime for
kids / Becket Athenaeum / 10:30-11am

Friday, June 3: Free Pasta Dinner
Becket Federated Church / 5-7pm

Saturdays, June 4, 18: Food Pantry
Becket Federated Church / 9-11am

Sunday, June 5: Tantra Yoga: It’s Not About Sex /
Zoom (Becket Athenaeum) / 5pm / Free

Mondays, June 6, 13, 20, 27: Chair Yoga
Washington Town Hall / 9-10am / Free

Tuesdays, June 7, 14: Pre-School STEAM
Becket Athenaeum / 1-2pm

Tuesday, June 7: Book Club - Saint X
Becket Athenaeum / 1:30-2:30pm

see other side for more >>

gardensofthegoddess@gmail.com




Community Calendar June 2022

Full listing & details: www.BecketBeat.org/Community-Calendar

TOWN GOVERNMENT

Wednesdays, June 1, 15: Select Board
Town Hall & Zoom / 7pm

Thursday, June 2: Conservation Commission / Town
Hall & Zoom / 6pm

Wednesday, June 8: Planning Board Public Hearing
- 32 Williams Road / Zoom / 6pm

Thursday, June 9: Finance Committee / Zoom only /
3:30pm

DELANEY
EXCAVATING &
TRUCKING INC.

'HOMAS DELANEY
293 SOUTH WASHINGTON STATE RD.
ASHINGTON, MA. 01223

delaneyexcavating@yahoo.com

413-822-9808 CELL

CORMIER

413-623-5395 OFFICE

MORE COMMUNITY EVENTS

Tuesdays, June 7, 14, 21, 28: Yoga for Seniors
Washington Town Hall / 9-10am / Rima Sala / Free

Monday, June 13: Cookbook Club
Becket Athenaeum / 6pm

Saturday, June 18: Becket Athenaeum Book Sale
Fundraiser & family friendly events / 10-4pm

Saturday, June 18: Esau’s Heel Trail Opening / Route
20 (just East of Fred Snow Rd) / 10am

Saturday, June 25: All You Can Eat Breakfast
Becket Federated Church / 8-10:30am / S8

see other side for more >>

GREEN PILLLOW: at

RECKET MOTEL

413-623-2244  www.thebecketmotel.com

Now hiring maintenance, painter, and handyman workers.

Randy Cormier

Lawn Service Driveways Clean Ups
Excavation Patios Tree Work
Retaining Walls ~ Mulching Plowing
Decks Custom Property Design  Stone Work
P e PO Box 148
Paprames Becket, MA 01223
Gerry Cormier 413 822-0739

gerrycormier@yahoo.com

Cormier
0 Tree Service

Tree Removal Excavation Plowing
Tree Topping Driveways Stonework
Wood Chipping Patios Land Clearing
=g PO Box 148
Proprietors: Becket, MA 01223
Gerry Cormier 413-822-0739
Randy Cormier gerrycormier@yahoo.com

PAPA

BOB'S
Where friends Meet...
Food - Drinks - Entertainment

WED: 4-10pm
THUR: 4-11pm
FRI: 4pm-12am
SAT: 1pm-12am
SUN: 1-8pm

71 Chester Rd
Becket, MA
413-623-8777

ToM SERMINI
Owner

4l SERMINI MASONRY
= Masonry Repairs and Restorations

1820 Jacobs Ladder Road
Becket, Ma. 01223

413-274-0115
serminimasonry@gmail.com




