
Becket Ambulance Department Steps Up 
to Paramedic Level  

by Marcia Parnell 

The Becket Ambulance Department has upgraded its services to speed critical 
care delivery to local residents and potentially improve outcomes. While 
those not versed in emergency medical care may think that all EMTs are alike, 
there in fact are three levels – basic, advanced and paramedic. Ray Ferrin, 
Ambulance Department Director since 2017, explained that basic EMTs can 
transport and provide simple emergency medical care and advanced EMTs 
can provide higher-level care, but only paramedics are licensed to handle 
complex situations that require symptom recognition, condition assessment, 
pharmacological decisions, and the management of medical and trauma 
emergencies. 

Ferrin along with town officials made the decision to transition to paramedic 
level last year. Ferrin found EMT professionals trending toward paramedic 
training, which at two years to complete takes only slightly longer than 
advanced yet commands better career options and salary. EMT training 
is provided throughout the state from organizations accredited by the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health.

How does the advantage of paramedic training play out in real life? Ferrin 
explains that using the unit’s cardiac monitor “an advanced EMT can 
administer an EKG but can’t read it. A paramedic can read it and diagnose 
it. If it’s diagnosed as a heart attack by the paramedic the ambulance can go 

right to Baystate Hospital in Springfield, which has a cardiac care specialty center. Berkshire Medical Center (BMC) has moderate-
level cardiac care but they’re not set up for emergency interventions like a cardiac catheter.” If a paramedic believes the patient 
has suffered a stroke, “they will most likely go to BMC because they have a stroke center and a paramedic doesn’t have the tools or 
expertise to determine what type of stroke it is and knowing that would dictate the ideal hospital. The rule is ‘closest appropriate 
facility.’ Baystate may be the closest trauma-level hospital but if the patient isn’t stable, we’ll go to BMC because it’s the closest 
facility.”

Another benefit of onboard paramedics is fewer “intercepts,” those situations in which an ambulance transporting a high-risk 
patient meets and takes on a paramedic en-route to the hospital. An onboard paramedic from the start means immediate pre-
hospital emergency care and speedier arrival at a medical facility.  

Today two of the three Becket Ambulance EMTs are paramedics. Ferrin has adjusted work schedules to accommodate demand for 
16- and 24-hour shifts. In the past full-timers worked days, and evenings were staffed on an on-call stipend basis. Today, according 
to Ferrin, “We have two people in the building 98% of the time, 24/7/365.” While a paramedic is not always on board, the improved 
coverage reduces patient wait times. 

One of the things that Ferrin appreciates about the job is the support provided by the town and his fellow department colleagues. 
A motor vehicle accident is a tiered response in which both the Ambulance and Fire Department respond. A standard medical call 
like a chest pain, just brings the Ambulance team. But Ferrin noted if it’s a cardiac arrest, dispatch will probably also send a fire 
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Becket Ambulance Director Ray Ferrin and  
full-time Paramedic Lisa Michaud on duty
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truck. “All our departments really mesh well. You can tell dispatch ‘Hey, 
I need another set of hands,’ and the next thing you know there’s the 
Highway Department standing behind you.” 

2022 Year-to-date call volume is already at the 2021 fiscal year volume 
of 316 calls. Ferrin estimates about 70% of the calls are in Becket. (The 
Department has mutual aid agreements with Lee and Otis and backs up 
Hilltown Ambulance, which covers Chester and County Ambulance, which 
covers Washington.) Due to high copays and insurance concerns, many 
patients delay care, resulting in more critical situations when they call 
the ambulance. Staffing shortages at aid towns are also a factor. Known 
as “Big Blue,” the Town’s advanced life-support ambulance went into 
service in 2019. In addition to a host of medical equipment and supplies, 
the inside is customized to accommodate two patients, if necessary, and 
is equipped with a power lift to ease patient transport.

Between paramedic-level EMTs, improved coverage, and state-of-the art 
equipment, Becket residents in need of ambulance service can count on 
reliable, timely and professional care.  

Becket Ambulance continued  from page 1

Left to right:  EMT-Basic, Advanced and Paramedic medical bags — 
the Basic bag plus either the Advanced or Paramedic are utilized on every call.

Letter from the Editors
by Kathy Baugh & Marilyn Fish

Dear Readers,

We want to express our gratitude for the support we have received from 
community members in our first year of publishing the Becket Beat. As 
we mentioned in the last issue, we are going to take the month of January 
off and will resume issues in February. We will be taking that time to 
do a review of year one and decide if we want to make any changes to 
the current format and/or approach. Along those lines, we welcome any 
ideas that you have regarding articles you would like to see or any other 
suggestions you have to make the overall presentation better. You can 
contact us at becketbeat@gmail.com.

In closing, we wish everyone a wonderful holiday season and we look 
forward to another year of covering the Becket Beat!

Did You Know?
Becket Ambulance is an authorized education 

center through Emergency Care and Safety  
Institute, and is able to provide CPR and  
First Aid Training. (www.ecsinstitute.org)

www.townofbecket.org/ambulance
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Becket Ambulance
Hours of Operation:
24/7/365

Office Hours:
7:00 am to 1:00 pm

Phone:
(413) 623-5027

Emergency Number: 911

Address:
Fire Station No. 2
629 Jacob’s Ladder Road
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The Trustees of the Reservation Take Over Management 
of the Historic Becket Quarry
by Al Blake

The Becket Quarry was once the Hudson-Chester Quarry, one 
of the largest of several in the area, extracting granite and 
transporting it via railroad to nearby Chester and Hudson, N.Y. 
where it was used for gravestones and monuments. The quarry 
opened in the 1850s and closed in the 1940s. It is one of the 
most intact historic quarry landscapes in Massachusetts, with 
a blacksmith shop, standing derrick, and experimental air-drill 
testing tunnel.

Tucked between Becket’s forests and hills, the old granite 
quarry sits like a sunken vessel, a living museum with rusted 
artifacts left behind when the Hudson-Chester Granite 
Company suddenly folded.

When it was abandoned, it was as if the men just walked 
away for lunch and never came back, and that’s what makes 
it a wonderful museum. There are trucks, drills, and derricks 

(booms to hoist granite) throughout the site. Apparently the challenges of quarrying in such remote and harsh conditions, along 
with the constant battle of groundwater and lack of money for necessary improvements, led to the abandonment.

The Becket Land Trust (https://becketlandtrust.org)  was founded in 1991 by a group of concerned citizens who were interested in 
maintaining the rural nature of Becket and preserving its natural resources. In 1999 the Labrie Stone Products proposed purchasing  
and re-opening the abandoned granite quarry. Citizens of Becket, desiring to avoid the noise and activity of an active quarry 
purchased the land through the land trust.  

In 2021 the Land Trust raised a $200,000 stewardship fund, much of which, once again, came from the Becket community.  With that 
fund, the Trust transferred ownership and management to The Trustees of the Reservation who then took over the responsibilities 
of the quarry. Currently, the Trustees are working to improve the half-mile service road that leads up to the quarry. They have 
installed a new gate at the base of the service road where it meets the parking lot, and have re-blazed all of the trails and added 
new signage to reflect some minor changes made. A new property map, a new property sign and a new welcome kiosk are in the 
works. There is now a solar-powered parking kiosk where visitors can contribute to the parking fee, even when there is not a ranger 
on duty.

The Trustees consider the quarry a work in progress and are learning about the property, updating existing interpretations 
accordingly and re-imagining the potential at this unique historic location. You can follow their progress at:  
https://thetrustees.org/place/becket-historic-quarry-forest/ 
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Becket Arts Center - Living with Art & Gift Shop
 

NEW this year: the BAC upstairs (and newly heated) gallery is displaying and offering for 
sale hand-crafted items made by local artisans in what we are calling Living with Art. This is in 
addition to the BAC Gift Shop, which features even more quality gifts from local artists, perfect 
for all of your holiday gift-giving needs. 

Open Saturdays 10am-4pm & Sundays 12-4pm
Now through December 18
Complimentary gift wrapping available for in-store Gift Shop purchases.

Becket Athenaeum - After School Tutoring Available

Does a student in your household need additional help with their schoolwork? The 
Becket Athenaeum is now accepting applications for our after-school 
tutoring program! Open to Becket & Washington students in grades 
2-8 (possibly 9-12, depending on available tutors). Tutoring for 
elementary school students will occur at Kids Club, the BWS Dalton 
CRA after-school care program. 

To request tutoring or volunteer to become a tutor, please contact 
jodi@bwlibrary.org.

BECKET WASHINGTON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP (BWCP) NEWS
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Open Space & Recreation Plan Update
by Al Blake

Earlier this year, Becket began updating its Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP). The Beat’s 
July issue mentioned Becket’s vision for the protection of open space and accessible recreation 
includes protecting its treasured natural resources and parks and maintaining the scenic 
beauty of the town. The OSRP notes existing resources and describes key trends and issues 
regarding open space conservation and outdoor recreation. Becket can use this document to 
guide growth in a manner consistent with open space preservation tenets while addressing the 
necessity of increasing the tax base. In Spring of 2022, the Becket OSRP Committee conducted 
a survey as part of the process of updating its plan; the survey received 310 responses.

One question asked residents to rank the most important reasons why they live in Becket. Of 
the choices given, the top three of greatest importance were rural character, natural resources, 
and quality of life and community. Frequently used words in the survey revealed a “word cloud” 
that showed Becket residents cherish both the natural and cultural assets that Becket offers.

When asked to rank the importance of types of open space lands, residents’ top three choices 
were scenic vistas/rural character, forests, and rivers/streams/their corridors.

Residents also expressed needs and desires for additional opportunities to experience outdoor 
recreation in Becket, such as spaces for walking, hiking, and biking. Swimming and tennis/
pickleball courts also received a high number of  votes. The greatest needs for youth were 
playgrounds and playing fields/organized activities, while the greatest needs for adults were 
biking, and tennis/pickleball. The greatest needs for seniors and less-abled persons were more 
facilities for walking/hiking and swimming.

The OSRP Committee will bring its major findings to residents in a public forum that is expected 
to be held in early December. The committee will keep residents informed through this 
newsletter and other public announcements.



Fridays, Dec 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: Tai Chi / Qi Gong / 
Washington Town Hall / 10am 

Friday, Dec 2/Jan 6: Free Dinner @ Federated 
Church / 5-7pm 

Saturdays, Dec 3, 17/Jan 7, 21: Food Pantry / Becket 
Federated Church / 9-11am 

Saturdays, Dec 3, 10, 17, 31/Jan 7, 14, 21, 28: 
Storytime & craft / Becket Athenaeum / 10:30-11am 

Monday, Dec 5: Cookbook Club-favorite dish to 
share & cookie swap/ Becket Athenaeum / 6pm 

Mondays, Dec 5, 12, 19, 26/Jan 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: 
Chair Yoga / Washington Town Hall / 11am / Free 

Tuesdays, Dec 6, 13, 20/Jan 3, 10, 17, 24, 31: 
Preschool STEAM / Becket Athenaeum /  
10:30-11:30am / Preregistration required 

Tuesday, Dec 6: Book Club-The Lincoln Highway @ 
1:30-2:30pm / Becket Athenaeum / Free 

Tuesdays, Dec 6, 13, 20, 27: Yoga with Rima Sala / 
Washington Town Hall / 9am / Free

PAPA BOB’S
Thursdays, Dec 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: Open Mic / 7pm 
Saturdays, Dec 3, 10: Lunch with Santa / 1-3pm
Friday, Dec 9: Ugly Sweater Party / DJ Sacho / 8pm
Sunday, Dec 11: Co-ed Baby Shower for Amber Small 
/ All are welcome / 12-3pm
Thursday, Dec 22: Customer Appreciation Holiday 
Party / 4-7pm / Free buffet

ROUTE 8 PUB
Saturday, Dec 3: Mike Duffy / 6:30pm 
Tuesdays, Dec 6, 13, 20, 27: Darts / 6pm 
Wednesdays, Dec 7, 14, 21, 28: Open Jam / 6pm 
Saturday, Dec 10: Katie Autumn & The Fall Guys / 
6:30pm
Saturday, Dec 17: Misty Blues / 6:30pm

BECKET ARTS CENTER
Monday, Dec. 12: A Christmas Carol by Charles 
Dickens as Read by Ken Cheeseman / 7pm /  
$10 cash donation / becketartscenter.org 

MORE COMMUNITY EVENTSARTS, CULTURE & MUSIC

Community Calendar Dec 2022/Jan 2023
Full listing & details: www.BecketBeat.org/Community-Calendar 

see other side 
for more >>



Wednesday, Dec 7/Jan 4: Board of Health / 5pm 

Wednesdays, Dec 14/Jan 4, 18: Select Board / 7pm

Wednesday, Dec 14/Jan 11: Planning Board / 6pm 

Tuesday, Dec 27/Jan 24: Conservation Commission 
/ 6pm

Wednesdays, Dec 7, 14, 21, 28/Jan 4, 11, 18, 25: Yoga 
/ Becket Town Hall / 9am / $3

Sunday, Dec 25: Christmas Dinner / First Becket 
Federated Church / 1-3pm / FREE 

Saturday, Dec 31/Jan 28: All You Can Eat Breakfast
@ Becket Federated Church / 8-10:30am / $8 

Monday, Jan 9: Cookbook Club-Mi Cosina/ Becket 
Athenaeum / 6pm

Tuesday, Jan 10: “What’s It Worth?” Antiques Road 
Show on Zoom / 6-8pm / BecketAthenaeum.org/events

Thursday, Jan 12: 4-part Calligraphy Workshop on 
Zoom / 7:30-8:30pm / BecketAthenaeum.org/events

Weekdays after school (2:55-5:30pm):  
Kids Club After-School Care at BWS.  
Contact Jon Yetto at the Dalton CRA (413-684-0260 or 
jyetto@daltoncra.org) for information and to sign up.

MORE COMMUNITY EVENTSTOWN GOVERNMENT

Community Calendar Dec 2022/Jan 2023
Full listing & details: www.BecketBeat.org/Community-Calendar 

see other side 
for more >>

Photo courtesy of Robert Watroba


