
Two Important Voting 
Opportunities in May
Becket Annual Town Meeting: 
Saturday, May 13, 2023, 7 pm, 
Becket/Washington School

On this occasion all registered 
Becket voters will become the 
town’s legislative body. Prior to 
the meeting, all Becket residents 
will receive a postcard by mail 
explaining how to obtain a 
hard- or downloadable copy 
of the Town of Becket Annual 
Report and the official warrant 
document (a warrant document is similar to a meeting agenda 
consisting of warrant articles). This enables recipients to review the 
issues at leisure. On the day of the meeting, voters will check in 
with poll workers at the Becket/Washington School Gymnasium and 
receive their authorized ballots. The Town Moderator will begin the 
meeting by establishing the parliamentary ground rules as outlined 
in the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
Attendees will then exercise their democratic privileges and 
responsibilities by voting on the annual town budget; reviewing 
all warrant articles (including items that have been brought forth 
by voters as petitions that have subsequently received at least 10 
signatures); and, following any floor debate, voting yes or no on 
the final language of each warrant article. Taxpayers who are not 
registered to vote in Becket may participate in the floor debate but 
are not eligible to vote.

Becket Annual Town Election:  
Saturday, May 20, 2023, 10 am to 7 pm, Town Hall

On the following Saturday, all registered Becket voters will have the 
opportunity to elect leaders to replace those whose terms have 
expired and join those whose terms are still in force. This year, there 
are eight open positions on the ballot. Ideally, each nominee has 
the local expertise and dedication to help Becket run efficiently. The 
positions on the ballot this year are: one member each for Select 
Board, Town Clerk, Moderator, Board of Health, Planning Board, 
Finance Committee; two members for Cemetery Commissioner.  

Please consider fully participating in both the Annual Town 
Meeting and the Town Election. Your vote is your voice!
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ONE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY ISSUE

Members of the Becket Beat team

Town Clerk Robin Mathiesen with a 
reminder to voteThe Becket Beat:  

A Win-Win Venture
by Marilyn Fish

With this issue, the Becket Beat proudly celebrates its first 
anniversary. Staffed entirely by volunteers, the publication 
was conceived in a time of hardship by an energetic and 
dedicated team. Like many successful projects, it started 
with the recognition of a need and the desire to fill it.

In June 2021 Adele Levine, a year-round resident, attended 
a meeting in which the group shared their pandemic-related 
concerns. Everyone wanted more information about the 
town’s response to the health crisis and Adele said she 
would like to create a newspaper to fill the communication 
gap. Others in the group liked the idea and with no prior 
experience in publishing, they turned for guidance to the 
folks from the Otis Observer, led by publisher Arlene Tolepko. 
After discussing all pointers, they decided that the first order 
of business was building a team. 

By late summer of 2021 Adele had talked to a number of 
community people who agreed to attend the brainstorming 
sessions that began in September. Within a few months the 
group had agreed to move forward and settled on the name, 
format and an expanded mission. The endeavor would 
reach out to neighbors, build community spirit, post town 
updates, support local businesses, and most of all, celebrate 
the unique character of Becket and its residents.

continued on page 2
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Town Hall Topics
by Marcia Parnell

Each month the Becket Beat interviews Town Administrator Kathe Warden 
to get her thoughts on recent news about town operations that our readers 
may like to know.

See the Beat’s story on page one for all the details about the upcoming 
town meeting and election. Your vote is your voice!

2023 Beach and transfer station permits are on sale now. Both may be 
purchased at Town Hall or at townofbecket.org. From the home page, left 
banner, click on Trash/Recycling and Town Beach for instructions. 2022 
permits expire on July 1.

Emergency house numbers may have fallen down or become hard to see 
during the winter. Spring clean-up is a good time to make sure they’re visible 
from the road in case of emergency.

McNerney Road will be re-paved this summer.  During construction it will 
be closed during the day. Dates and specifics will be provided as soon as 
they’re available.

Town Hall is open to the public 
Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-4:30 pm 

Hours & days vary for different 
departments / 413-623-8934

By January 2022, the need for funding came into focus. A startup grant from the Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation and 
generous donations from the Becket Beat staff enabled the Beat to get its start. The group gradually crafted a division of labor that 
capitalized on individual strengths and interests. Adele agreed to lead the project as business manager and frequent spokeswoman. 
Others filled the positions of editor-in-chief, technical editor, website manager, treasurer, advertising manager and, of course, 
writers. Volunteers with interests in serving the public, engaging in satisfying work and making new friends came forward. Whether 
recent, long-term, year-round, or part-time as Becket citizens, all who are inspired to share in the mission are welcome to contact us.

The first issue in May 2022, which was well-received throughout the town, included subjects as diverse as Zip’s, the roadside eatery 
that was later replaced by Berkshire Berries, the Becket Washington Food Pantry, and singer Bobby Sweet. Subsequent issues covered 
stories from town hall to the transfer station, from the ambulance squad to the Arts Center. We’ve explored Becket’s summer camps, 
fishing club, black bears, and new businesses. We have also brought in teen interns, giving voice to their youthful concerns and 
providing opportunities for them to learn professional skills.
 

The Beat continues to mean different things to different people. Readers enjoy learning about their town, past, present and 
future, and are invited to submit ideas and articles for publication. Staff members relish their assignments and also find fellowship 
at monthly meetings. Town institutions like the Becket Arts Center and the Becket Athenaeum are able to expand their reach to 
potential patrons, and advertisers can connect with local consumers at affordable rates. Our online archive is already recognized 
as a resource for local historians. And all of this comes to you free of charge via our print issues (distributed at popular gathering 
places throughout the community), digital subscriptions, our website (becketbeat.org), and Facebook group. In brief, the Becket 
Beat is a win-win venture for the entire town.
 

Looking to the near future, we plan to feature Becket’s Wahconah Regional High School graduates in June, publish an expanded 
issue in July, and resume our 6-page format in August. We sincerely hope that our readers will continue to pick up free copies, 
provide feedback and enjoy our efforts in the months and years to come.
 

Although the Becket Beat is an all-volunteer organization, we have expenses including newspaper fundamentals such as paper 
and printing. We are therefore launching a fund-raising drive with this issue and hope that you will join in our community-building 
mission by donating generously. (Note: the Becket Beat is a registered charitable organization in MA. It does not have 501(c)3 
status. Contributions are NOT tax deductible.)

Becket Beat, continued from page one

Two ways 
you can donate 1 2Online at 

BecketBeat.org
Mail a check made out to The Becket Beat to: 
Becket Beat, PO Box 762, Becket MA, 01223
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Get Ready to Ride  

by Marcia Parnell

May is National Bike Month.  The timing is a happy coincidence 
in Becket because it’s also generally the first month of the year in 
which local cyclists can begin regular riding.  And for experienced 
and new riders, Becket offers plenty of opportunity to hit the road. 

Whether you’re new to cycling or a long-time, experienced rider, 
safety should always be your top priority.  That means ensuring 
that your bike is in good condition: clean, chain lubed, tires with 
wear remaining and properly inflated, gears functioning smoothly.  
A bike helmet is mandatory and front and rear lights along with 
brightly colored clothing are also highly recommended.

If you don’t already own a bike, there is a range of options to choose 
from depending upon the surface you intend to ride on. Generally, the fatter the tire, the rougher the road it can handle.  Road 
bikes are for pavement; gravel, mountain, and hybrids work well on most local gravel and dirt roads.  And a hugely popular recent 
option is an e-bike, which provides power assistance and is available on nearly every kind of bike on the market today.  Most local 
bike stores will allow you to test their bikes and are also great resources for repair and maintenance and additional equipment like 
saddlebags, pumps, clothing, etc. Used bikes are a great option as well and can be found on-line.  Or if you’ve got an old bike in the 
shed or garage and you’re not sure if it’s salvageable, take it to a local bike shop to see if a tune up makes sense.

Your next decision is the route.  It’s important to remember that Becket is called a “hilltown” for a reason.  Your choice should 
be based on your capability and a good rule is to always err on the conservative side.  If you’re new to any type of biking, the 
Ashuwillticook Rail Trail is an excellent choice.  It’s a flat, out-and-back route totaling 27.4 miles, giving you plenty of paved, non-
motorized trailway to practice and gain confidence with the bonus of an easy turnaround at any point. The closest start location is 
Crane Avenue in Pittsfield, which means you have to load your bike and gear in your car.

For a ride closer to home, October Mountain State Forest offers great riding for mountain and gravel bikes.  Less experienced cyclists 
should probably stick to the main dirt roads most easily accessed from County Road. Ride your bike there if you’re comfortable on 
the roads or drive there and park safely off the gravel road in the area beyond the Dream Away Lodge.

For road riders — well, there’s the road.  Choose a route that you know you’re able to ride out and back from because hills are 
everywhere. Start with shorter routes and increase your mileage as you get stronger.

Local resident Ken Cheeseman, a former racer, was a frequent Berkshire County cyclist who says he “discovered and fell in love” 
with Becket after riding up Becket Road from Route 20. A lung- and leg-busting climb too tough for most, Ken notes “it’s an annual 
bucket list item” for a lot of seasoned riders. 

Wherever you go, know your route in advance and ride with a friend or let someone know where you’re going.  Follow the rules 
of the road (bikeleague.org).  Have a plan in case you get a flat.  Carry the equipment and learn to change a tire or have someone 
prepared to be your taxi if necessary – just be sure your route has cell coverage in that case.

Winter is finally over. Cycling is a fun, cardio-boosting warm weather activity and Becket is a great place to begin your pedaling 
adventures. 

Local resident Ken Cheeseman taking a break with his gravel bike at 
Anderson Lookout in October Mountain State Forest

Birdsong Everywhere in Becket
by Lynne Hertzog
Becket’s lush forests and plentiful lakes provide great habitat for birds, particularly 
the neotropical migrants who show up in Becket every spring to raise their young. 
After grazing in the warmer climates of Central and South America for the winter, 
these travelers come back to us. The familiar backyard .11-ounce Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird comes from central Mexico. Astounding! Birdsong in Becket is largely 
April through June, when birds are calling to mates and establishing breeding 
territories. With binoculars and luck, you can zero in on a singing bird for clues to its 

continued on page 4

Pine Warbler, a local nester named for its love of 
pine trees
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Becket Arts Center - Storytelling, Open Mic, Art, Yoga, Lectures & 
More! Plus, Time to Renew Your BAC Membership
May is a busy month at the BAC and there’s something for everyone! 
Open Mic Night returns on Sat., May 6 and on Sat., May 20, storytellers 
Rick and Paula Kaplan Reiss recount their extraordinary experience hiking 
Monument Mountain. Art demonstrations continue on Monday with 
Artist-in-Residence Sean McCusker along with Yoga with Rima Sala on 
Thursdays - becketartscenter.org/events for a full listing. Plus, now is 
a good time to renew your annual BAC membership or become a new 
member - becketartscenter.org/membership. 

Becket Athenaeum - Start Your Memoir  
with Lara Tupper on June 1 & 8, 7-8:30pm
Pick up the pen and get started in this free two-part guided workshop 
with simple writing prompts. Learn practical tips for sustaining a writing 
habit you can stick with and enjoy. Lara is founder of Swift Ink Stories and 
is an award-winning author of three books. Refreshments will be served! 
Space is limited. Preregistration is required for this in-person workshop: 
BecketAthenaeum.org/events

BECKET WASHINGTON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP (BWCP) NEWS
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identity. This is where a field guide or app comes in handy. Sibley Birds East is a good guide. If you 
have a smart phone, download the free Merlin app from Cornell, https://merlin.allaboutbirds.
org. The Sound ID feature on this app is just a wonder of technology, but, be aware, it is not 
100% accurate. Try to get a visual to be sure. 

Binoculars are the essential tool. Go for 8 x 42. Audubon has a good guide https://www.audubon.
org/gear/binocular-guide. Consider buying used binoculars. Try B&H Photo or Adorama. There 
are lots of possibilities on the internet.

Common spring singers who have migrated north are Baltimore Oriole, Red-eyed and Blue-
headed Vireo, Winter Wren, Gray Catbird, Eastern Phoebe. Warblers include Ovenbird, Black-
and-white, Chestnut-sided, Yellow-rumped, Black-throated Green, Black-throated Blue, Yellow 
and Common Yellowthroat. This is just to name some of the possibilities.

Start birding right outside your door. Or pick one of our quiet roads, particularly near a lake or 
stream. The road provides greater area for viewing than a dense forest. If you want to go further 
afield in Becket, try the trails at Basin Pond, Becket Quarry or Buckley Dunton Pond, all of which 
are open to the public. 

As you probably have read, birds have been rapidly decreasing in numbers. You can help by 
keeping cats inside. Eliminate window strikes with ideas from Audubon at https://tinyurl.
com/37kczcj7 . Make your yard bird friendly with ideas from Mass Audubon at https://tinyurl.
com/bdhcwa47. As the birds are taking care of young in July on, songs will diminish, so get out 
there now and have fun!

Birdsong, continued from page 3

Mother’s Day Flower Sale
Saturday, May 13
9:00am-3:00pm

First Congregational Church of Becket

To benefit the historical restoration efforts of the First 
Congregational Church of Bekcet. 413-623-8300

10” Hanging Baskets & Patio Pots - $25/ea.
Bedding plants & small pots - $3-$5/ea.

The Dream Away Lodge is OPEN!

thedreamawaylodge.com for hours & events

Thurs May 4-Sun May 7 
5pm-12am

Beginning May 15:  
Wed-Sun 5pm-12am

413.623.8725



Mondays, May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: Chair Yoga /  
Washington Town Hall / 11am / Free 

Tuesdays, May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: Yoga for Seniors 
with Rima Sala / Washington Town Hall / 9am / Free 

Tuesday, May 2: Book Club - “Lab Girl” / 1:30-2:30pm / 
Becket Athenaeum / Free 

Wednesdays, May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31: Yoga / 
Becket Town Hall / 9-10am / $3 

Thursdays, May 4, 11, 18, 25: Yoga w/ Rima Sala / 
Becket Arts Center / 9:30-10:30am / $5-$10 

Friday, May 5: Free Pasta Dinner / Becket Federated 
Church / 5-7pm

Saturday, May 6: Wildflower Walk / 9-11am; Movie 
Night for Adults / 6:30-9pm / Becket Athenaeum 

Saturdays, May 6, 13, 20, 27: Storytime & craft / 
Becket Athenaeum / 10:30-11am 

Saturdays, May 6, 20: Food Pantry / Becket Federated 
Church / 9-11am 

Monday, May 8: Cookbook Club - The Blue Zones 
Kitchen / Becket Athenaeum / 6pm

BECKET ARTS CENTER
Mondays, May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: Sean McCusker Art 
Demonstrations / 1-3pm / Free
Saturday, May 6: Open Mic Night / 7-9pm
Saturday, May 20: Storytellers Rick & Paula Kaplan 
Reiss / 7-9pm
Sunday, May 21: Speaker Series: Chris Ferrero: Let’s 
Go Native! Intro for Home Gardeners / 4-5:30pm  

OTHER CULTURAL EVENTS
Sunday, May 7: Oyster Pop-Up w/ East Dennis Oyster 
Farm / 1-5pm / Dream Away Lodge / Cash only

Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays in May:  
Live music at the Dream Away Lodge / 8-11:30pm / 
dreamawaylodge.com for full schedule

MORE IMPORTANT EVENTS

Saturday, May 20: Household Hazerdous Waste 
Collection / Lee Wastewater Treatment Plant / 9am-
1pm / Registration required

MORE COMMUNITY EVENTSARTS, CULTURE & MUSIC
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Wednesday, May 3: Board of Health / 5pm 

Wednesdays, May 3, 17: Select Board / 7pm 

Wednesday, May 10: Planning Board / 6pm 

Tuesday, May 5: Historical Commission / 5pm

Saturday, May 13: Annual Town Meeting / 7pm

Tuesday, May 16: Energy Committee / 4pm 

Saturday, May 20: Annual Town Election / 10am-7pm

Tuesday, May 23: Conservation Commission / 6pm

Tuesday, May 9: Protect Yourself from Medicare Fraud 
/ Becket Town Hall / 9:30-10:30am

Wednesday, May 24: Lakes-Ponds-Streams Forum / 
Becket Town Hall / 11am-3pm / Free w/ registration

Saturday, May 27: All You Can Eat Breakfast
/ Becket Federated Church / 8-10:30am / $8 

Monday, May 29: Memorial Day Parade / 10:30am 

Weekdays After School (2:55-5:30pm): Kids Club After-
School Care at BWS. Contact Jon Yetto at Dalton CRA 
(413-684-0260 or jyetto@daltoncra.org) for info

MORE COMMUNITY EVENTSTOWN GOVERNMENT
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