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Three New Eateries Opening in Town
by Ann Krawet

Hungry? Don’t feel like cooking? Fortunately for all of us, three new eateries will be open in Becket this summer to add to the list 
of existing establishments. Each is unique in style but all will be providing nourishment, comfort, and convenience. They will join 
those already here: the newly opened Neon Newt (highlighted in our 4/23 issue) and Papa Bob’s and the Sherwood Shoppe (both 
established family-owned favorites we’ll cover in our 7/23 issue).

You may have noticed a red building under construction on Rte. 8 at 609 Main Street (between the Becket Post Office and Town 
Hall). It sports an improved interior layout, new energy-efficient appliances and sidewalks. That’s the new Becket Country Store. It 
is scheduled to open mid-July with a deli offering breakfast and lunch sandwiches, salads and more. Grab-and-go options will be 
available all day; made-to-order items will end at 3 pm. There will be indoor and outdoor seating. Planned hours are 5am to 8pm. 
General contractor Ryan Eley upgraded electric, heating, and other systems to meet building and accessibility codes. He envisions 
creating a safe, clean, and friendly space for community meet-ups and to offer consignment spaces to local craft, art and produce 
vendors. 

Heading north on Rte. 8 at 3235 Main Street is the Route 8 Pub, which is under new management. Look for a flag flying near the 
walkway to the front door and a new sign out front. There you will find pub-style American cuisine made with fresh, in-house 
ingredients, craft beer and a full bar. The Pub’s official re-opening is Saturday, June 17th at 4pm with music by local Dave Bacon. 
Opening hours are 4pm on Wednesday through Friday and 12pm on Saturday and Sunday. Closing hours may vary. Happy Hour 
runs from 4 to 6pm with half-price appetizers. New owner Mo Vandesteene, General Manager Trisha Magner and Head Chef Roger 
Ginthwain have upgraded the kitchen and bar area and purchased new TVs for sports games. Ongoing plans for music have not yet 
been finalized. Their goal is to provide a relaxing atmosphere where the community “can gather and socialize with great food and 
great people.” They hope to open a tap room in the former package store space in the future. 

Located a bit away at 1342 County Road you’ll find a rambling old house with a welcoming wrap-around front porch that sits up 
from the road next to a gravel parking lot. This is the historic and fabled Dream Away Lodge, known throughout the county and 
now reopened by new co-owners Scott Levy, Sheryl Victor-Levy, Andy McDowell, and Courtney Hayne. Motivated by the desire to 
revive a two-hundred-year-old unique venue “as it was before” and to create an environment “that people want to be in to create 
new memories,” they provide a dining room area with eclectic décor, a bar area titled “The Hilton of the Berkshires,” and a live-
music performance space with assorted seating. Check their web-site for performance details. Current hours are Thursday through 

continued on page 2

Entry sign at Dream Away Lodge (L); Entry and new sign at Route 8 Pub (R); photos by Ann Krawet 
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Reminders
2023 Beach and transfer station permits are on sale now. Both 
may be purchased at Town Hall or at townofbecket.org. From 
the home page, left banner, click on Trash/Recycling and Town 
Beach for instructions. 2022 permits expire on July 1.

Emergency house numbers may have fallen down or become 
hard to see during the winter. Spring clean-up is a good time to 
make sure they’re visible from the road in case of emergency.

McNerney Road will be re-paved this summer.  During 
construction it will be closed during the day. Dates and specifics 
will be provided as soon as they’re available.

Town Hall is open to the public 
Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-4:30 pm 

Hours & days vary for different departments 
413-623-8934 / www.townofbecket.org

Sunday 5pm to midnight (with Wednesday hours coming soon). The menu – which changes every weekend – ranges from small 
plates and vegetarian options to full dinners and desserts. Reservations are accepted. For casual dining and socializing, there are 
picnic tables and a fire-pit outside. 

So next time you’re looking for someone else to make the drinks, cook the meal, or do the dishes, there are three new venues right 
here in town that are looking forward to your visit.

Three New Eateries, continued from page 1

	 Becket Country Store
	 Hours: 5am-8pm (tentative)
	 Address: 609 Main Street, Becket
	 More information coming soon

	 Dream Away Lodge 
	 Hours: Wed-Sun, 5pm-12am (starting June 7)
	 Address: 1342 County Road, Becket
	 Phone: (413) 623-8725
	 Website: www.thedreamawaylodge.com 

	 Route 8 Pub
	 Hours: Wed-Fri, 4-10pm; Sat-Sun, 12-10pm
	 Address: 3235 Main Street, Becket
	 Phone: (413) 623-5500
	 Website: www.route8pub.com

Becket Country Store rehab nearing completion; photo by Ann Krawet 

Esau’s Heel Trail Event
WordXWord presents “A Walk in the Woods: Roots, Shoots, and 
Leaves #2” at Esau’s Heel Trail in Becket at 3pm on Saturday, 
June 17. The event will feature a poetry reading and walk. 
Visit www. wordxwordfestival.com for more information. 

Esau’s Heel Trail entrance sign by Camille Roos; photo by Michael Lavery
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Voters Approve the Town’s FY 2024 Operating Budget 
by Marcia Parnell

Becket voters passed the recommended Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 Operating Budget of $7.43 million at the Annual Town Meeting 
on Saturday, May 13th. The budget represented a $433,030 or 6.2% increase from the approved FY 2023 budget.  The increase 
was attributed to 7.5% raises across all departments, except Police and Highway, which were increased 10% mid-year, along with 
increased costs for equipment, supplies, training and services. At $2.92 million, the Education budget represented 39% of the total 
operating budget. Questions about specific budget line items were limited, likely due to the Descriptions and Explanations handout 
provided at the meeting and appreciation among attendees for overall inflation and the area labor shortage.

Among items included in Capital Expenditures were new ambulance radios; new shelving and repairs at the Athenaeum; a grant 
match of the State’s $3,000 allocation to the Cultural Council to increase funding of town cultural activities from its current level of 
just 31% of requests; resurfacing and lining the town tennis court; a 19’ boom mower and additional funding for tree work for the 
Highway Department; and self-contained breathing apparatuses for the Fire Department.

Voters also authorized appropriation of $350,000 for the purchase of a Western Star 47X dump truck for use by the Highway 
Department.

Community Preservation funding was approved to fund a trail extension and build a bridge at Esau’s Trail at Jacob’s Well; to restore 
and replace the cupola at Town Hall; to assist in funding the Construct, Inc., affordable housing project located at 50 Dawn Drive; 
and to fund an engineering study to assess water damage at the Becket Arts Center building, which is town-owned. Voters rejected 
a proposed article to provide $10,000 in support of a regional affordable housing project in Lenox.

Two petitions were approved at the meeting.  The first, a Selectboard petition to establish a local excise tax on short-term rentals, 
drew both negative and positive responses from audience speakers. Some rental owners believe it onerous with the potential 
to negatively impact their business.  Proponents cited its widespread use across the state with reportedly no negative effect on 
business, as well as one of the only state-authorized mechanisms for towns to generate revenue to offset property tax. Based on 
the number of short-term rental properties in Becket, the revenue projection ranges from $75-$100K annually.

The second was a citizens’ petition to support a resolution in support of a special commission to recommend changes to the current 
flag and seal of Massachusetts, which has been called for by Indigenous leaders for more than 50 years. The near unanimous vote 
was followed by audience applause. See changethemassflag.com for all the details.

One petition failed to pass. A citizens’ resolution called for creation of a town policy to make arrests for therapeutic controlled 
substances for adults among the lowest law enforcement priority. Voters questioned the meaning and need for such a resolution; 
Police Chief Kris McDonough expressed his opposition to placing a policy burden on officers who are trained to follow the law.

Ninety three of 1,688 registered voters attended the meeting, a turnout of just 6%.

For meeting documents and more budget specifics, go to townofbecket.org and click on Administration.

Voters respond to a call to vote led my Moderator Ethan Klepetar; photo by Cathy Terwedow
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Becket Arts Center - The Summer Season is Here!
The summer season begins in June and we are excited to welcome you to 
the Becket Arts Center for three exhibit openings (June 3, 2-4pm; June 24, 
2-4pm and June 24, 4-5pm), the kick off of our Music Brings Communities 
Together series 5-7pm (Brian Conway, June 10 and Louise Mosrie, June 
24), and Speaker Series featuring Kimberly Bush-Tomio on June 18 at 4pm.  

Art demonstrations continue on Mondays with Artist-in-Residence Sean 
McCusker along with Yoga with Rima Sala on Thursdays - becketartscenter.
org/events for a full listing. Plus, now is a good time to renew your annual 
BAC membership or become a new member - becketartscenter.org/membership. 

Becket Athenaeum Book Sale Fundraiser & Community Events
Saturday, June 17: BecketAthenaeum.org/events
Come browse through an array of books, audio books, and more on the 
library lawn from 10-4 (weather-permitting)! By donation (cash or check). 
All proceeds support the services & programs at the Becket Athenaeum. 
Also enjoy Storytime (no craft) at 10:30am followed at 11am by Buildwave, 
a hands-on building game! At 2pm, we’re hosting David Giannini and 
Judy Katz for a Poetry Reading & Book Launch. Lawn games will be set up 
outside the library all day. Donations for the book sale can be dropped 
off when the library is open. If you’d like to volunteer, please contact 
booksale@bwlibrary.org and thank you!

BECKET WASHINGTON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP (BWCP) NEWS
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Becket Students Graduate from 
Wahconah Regional High School
Congratulations to WRHS graduating seniors from Becket: 

•	 Ryan Adams
•	 Dakota Bergeron
•	 Sheffield Drewry
•	 Mikaila Kruck

www.route8pub.com

•	 Michael LaForest
•	 Lily Lane
•	 MacKenzie LaBier

Annual Town Election Results
by Marcia Parnell

One hundred ninety-five or 12% of the town’s registered voters went to the polls on Saturday, 
May 20th and decided on the candidates who will fill the seven open Town positions effective 
immediately. They are: Jeff Piemont, 
Member Select Board; Robert Ronzio, 
Member, Board of Health; Dean Williams, 
Cemetery Commissioner; Ellen Manley, 
Member, Finance Committee; Ethan 
Klepetar, Moderator; Ann Krawet, Member, 
Planning Board; and Robin C. Mathiesen, 
Town Clerk. Congratulations to all and 
thank you to all of the candidates for 
participating in this important democratic 
process.



Thursday, June 1: Start Your Memoir with Lara 
Tupper: Part 1 of 2 / 7-8:30pm / Free / 
Registration required
Saturdays, June 3, 17, 24: Library Storytime / 
10:30-11:30am / Free
Tuesday, June 6: Book Club: This Time Tomorrow 
by Emma Straub / 1:30pm / Free
Saturday, June 10: Creative Movement & Storytime / 
10:30-11:30am / Free
Monday, June 12: Cookbook Club: Colombiana 
by Mariana Velasquez / 6pm / Free
Tuesday, June 13: Movie Night for Adults / 
6:30-9:30pm / Free
Thursday, June 15: Dark Sky: Defending the Dark 
Film Screening, with Presentation & Night Sky Gazing 
with Destin Heilman / 7pm  / Free
Saturday, June 17: Book Sale Fundraiser / 10-4pm / 
By donation (cash or check); Buildwave | A hands-on 
building game! / 11am-12pm (registration required); 
Poetry Reading & Book Launch with David Giannini 
and Judy Katz / 2pm / Free 

Thursdays, June 1, 8, 15, 23, 30: Yoga w/ Rima Sala / 
9:30-10:30am  
Saturday, June 3: “Reveal” Exhibition #1 
Opening Reception / 2-4pm / Free
Saturday, June 10: Music Brings Communities 
Together - Brian Conway w/ Brendan Dolan / 5-7pm 
Mondays, June 5, 12, 19, 26: Sean McCusker Art 
Demonstrations / 1-3pm / Free
Sunday, June 18: Speaker Series: Kimberly Bush 
Tomio / 4-5:30pm / $5 for non-members
Saturday, June 24:  “Figure” Exhibition #2 
Opening Reception / 2-4pm / Free
Saturday, June 24: Olivia Pattison - Art Lounge 
Exhibit Opening Reception / 4-5pm / Free
Saturday, June 24: Music Brings Communities 
Together - Louise Mosrie / 5-7pm / Free

OTHER CULTURAL EVENTS

Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays in June:  
Live music at the Dream Away Lodge / 8-11:30pm / 
thedreamawaylodge.com for full schedule

BECKET ATHENAEUMBECKET ARTS CENTER

Community Calendar June 2023
Full listing & details: www.BecketBeat.org/Community-Calendar 
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for more >>

DREAM AWAY LODGE



Monday, June 5: Cultural Council / 6pm  
 

Wednesday, June 7: Board of Health / 5pm  
 

Wednesdays, June 7, 21: Select Board / 7pm  
 

Monday, June 12: Finance Committee / 3pm 
 

Tuesday, June 13: Historical Commission / 5pm  
 

Wednesday, June 14: Planning Board / 6pm  
 

Tuesday, June 20: Energy Committee / 4pm 

Saturdays, June 3, 17: Food Pantry / Becket Federated 
Church / 9-11am
Mondays, June 5, 12, 19, 26: Chair Yoga / 
Washington Town Hall / 11am / Free 
Tuesdays, June 6, 13, 20, 27: Yoga for Seniors 
with Rima Sala / Washington Town Hall / 9am / Free 
Wednesdays, June 7, 14, 21, 28: Yoga / 
Becket Town Hall / 9-10am / $3 
Saturday, June 17: WordXWord “A Walk in the Woods: 
Roots, Shoots & Leaves #2” / Esau’s Heel Trail / 3pm / Free 
 

Saturday, June 24: All You Can Eat Breakfast /  
Becket Federated Church / 8-10:30am / $8 

MORE COMMUNITY EVENTSTOWN GOVERNMENT
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Friday, June 2: Free Pasta Dinner / Becket Federated 
Church / 5-7pm 

COMMUNITY EVENTS


