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Voters Pass Proposed $7.6 Million 
FY 2025 Town Operating Budget
by Marcia Parnell

In what Town Moderator Ethan Klepetar called the “most complicated” town meeting 
he’d ever presided over, 113 Becket-registered voters passed the proposed $7.6 million 
FY25 operating budget at the Annual Town Meeting on Saturday, May 11th. With a 
smile Klepetar was then quick to explain that he was speaking about the complexity 
arising from the number of procedural and definitional questions raised around several 
articles (amendments and a motion to table) rather than any concerns around differing 
opinions and meeting civility. 

First the budget: Town Administrator Kathe Warden spent much of the line-item budget review time on her feet explaining some 
large expense increases noted by participants. For the Town Treasurer Salary and Tax Title Expense increases of 16.7% and 83.3%, 
respectively, and totaling $35,000, she noted that there are more than 400 properties in town that either have liens placed or been 
taken by the Town for non-payment of property taxes. The backlog goes back many years. In order for the Town to complete the 
repossession and resale of the properties through public auction – and ultimately get them back on the tax rolls generating revenue 
for the Town – a strict legal process needs to occur. Warden explained that can’t happen without additional staff hours and expense.

To a question regarding a 50% increase to Building Inspector and Code Enforcer Salaries to $60,000, Warden noted it is in response 
to the ongoing concerns she fields from residents regarding the number of blighted and decrepit properties throughout town. The 
current Building Inspector is part-time and shared among six other municipalities, thus unable to enforce existing code violations. 

Again, clean-up can’t happen, said Warden, without additional staff hours and expense.

Vocational Tuition increased by $160,000 or 66.7%, due to student choice and the 
increased appeal of vocational training. (The amount represents 20 students at $20,000 
per student.) There is no known offset to vocational vs. Wahconah High School, but as a 
participant in the Central Berkshire Regional School District, the Town has an obligation 
to pay the assessment, Warden noted.

A new line item of $30,000 for Special Projects was explained by Finance Committee 
Chair Dan Parnell and supported by Warden. That amount, he said, would allow Warden 

to bring on short-term experts with specific talents to address analyses that existing staff 
aren’t able to get to, such as retiree benefit costs, regionalization of services, capital projects planning and educational expenses.

At the end of the discussion, the budget was passed unanimously.

Next, the articles: All of the 37 articles passed without discussion except for four. “Article 14: To Place Esau’s Heel Trail Property 
Under the Authority of the Select Board” was designed to transfer responsibility of the property to town officials. While there was no 
disagreement about the transfer, Select Board members wanted to ensure that the Town would not be prohibited from using part of 
the nearly 102-acre parcel for a public safety facility at some point in the future. In addition, others wanted to ensure that motorized 
vehicles were prohibited from the trail. Participants voted to amend the language to include use for “general municipal purposes”. In 
addition, Administrator Warden noted that “No Motorized Vehicles” signage has already been ordered and would be placed at the 
property in the coming days.

Moderator Ethan Klepetar addresses voters  
(Photo by Art Alpert)

Voters at Town Meeting (Photo by Art Alpert)

continued on page 3
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“Born To Read” at the 
Becket Athenaeum
by Kathy Dickinson

A new program is being launched by the Athenaeum to help 
Becket and Washington families introduce reading as a key 
component of early childhood. Each family with a newborn will 
be gifted two quality board books, along with a copy of “How 
To Raise A Reader” that provides helpful tips on how to foster a 
child’s love of reading. 

Since the “Born To Read” program is new to the two towns, 
this year it will be rolled out to all families with children under 
three years of age. Each family will receive the books described 
above, along with a coupon for one more book to be selected 
from a collection at the Athenaeum, and a book bag beautifully 
illustrated by the Athenaeum’s own Dawn Green. Going 
forward, the program will provide the bag, books, and coupon 
to newborn parents when the library receives news of births 
from the Town Clerks.

The program, tried-and-tested over two decades by the 
American Library Association, introduces parents to the critical 
role they play in reading to infants and toddlers. One-on-one 
reading stimulates brain development while providing a setting 
in which to convey safety, love, and emotional attachment. 
Very young children benefit greatly by being introduced to an 
expanding number of words and increasingly complex language 
as they grow.

The “Born To Read” program is being funded by a Central 
Berkshire Grant from the Berkshire Taconic Community 
Foundation. The Becket Athenaeum is increasing programming 
aimed at young children’s literacy development as research has 
shown that vocabulary is an important predictor of academic 
success. Executive Director Nicole Schulze explains, “We 
are so excited to introduce ‘Born to Read’ to the Becket and 
Washington community. In addition to helping families start 
down the path of a lifelong love of reading and learning, we 
want this program to send the message that we at the Becket 
Athenaeum want to meet families where they are through such 
off-site programs, and more importantly, that we are here for 
children from the day they’re born.”

Town Happenings -- 
Summer is Coming
Passes to the Town Beach at Center Pond (via Mecum Way) 
for Becket and Washington residents are available for $10 at 
Town Hall. Lifeguards will be on duty weekends only beginning 
Memorial Day and daily from 10am to 5:30pm beginning June 
15th (except during inclement weather). Passes should be hung 
from vehicle rearview mirrors in order to be clearly seen by the 
gate attendant.

Don’t wait to register your kids for the Becket Parks and 
Recreation Summer Day Camp. The free program runs 
Mondays through Thursdays from 10am to 3pm beginning 
Monday, July 8th and ending Thursday, August 15th. Held at the 
Becket Center Pavilion for children ages 6 to 12, activities include 
games, sports and arts and crafts. Weather permitting, one day 
each week will be spent at the Town Beach and another at North 
Becket Village Park with programs presented by the Athenaeum 
and Arts Center. To register, call Town Secretary Beverly Gilbert 
at 623-8934. For questions, call Rita Furlong at 623-5146.

Free swimming lessons for residents of all ages and capabilities 
will be held at the Town Beach daily from 10am to 12pm from 
July 8th through August 15th. Conducted by the lifeguards, 
swimming levels and ongoing times will be determined at the 
start of each session. It’s never too late to learn this important 
safety- and confidence-building skill. Summer Day Camp 
enrollees are welcome to attend on Camp beach days or another 
day with transportation provided by a parent or guardian. To 
register, call Town Secretary Beverly Gilbert at 623-8934.

Bean Bag Baseball comes to Becket beginning with an exhibition 
on Sunday June 9th from 1pm to 3pm and then running each 
Monday starting on June 17th from 6pm to 9pm at the Becket 
Center Pavilion. Not familiar with Bean Bag Baseball? It’s a little 
like cornhole but with more opportunities to score and base 
walking to a seat rather than a bag. Players just need to be able 
to throw a bean bag 17 feet. Local Mo Vandesteene, a member 
of the Parks and Recreation Committee, calls it “a competitive 
team game for people of all ages to come together and have a 
great time.” Teams and individuals can sign up at the June 9th 
exhibition. For more information, call Mo at (413) 329-7079.

Earth Day has come and gone but an awful lot of roadside trash 
is still hanging around. Fast food containers, beer and nip bottles 
and other garbage are visible around town. You can play a role in 
the cleanup. Purple trash bags are available for free at Town Hall 
and accepted for free at the Transfer Station. Consider starting 
small and pick up the roadside in front of your residence. Or if 
you know a favorite dumping spot, take a section and gather the 
trash there. Think of it as an activity to accompany your walk or 
hike. And if you’ve posted signs on the road or along trees or 
poles, please go back and remove them so they don’t become 
roadside trash. Let’s keep Becket green and beautiful.
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We want to hear from you! We’re creating a reader survey and listening session. 
If you’d be interested in providing feedback, email: info@becketbeat.org

“Article 16: Community Preservation Funding for Historical 
Purposes (Town Hall Cupola Restoration)” sought $22,600 in 
funds to complete the restoration and replacement of the 
Town Hall cupola. Although $28,613 was allocated in the FY 24 
budget, engineering analysis revealed that the cupola required 
reinforcement to prevent wind shear, which would more than 
double the cost of the project. Unexpected high costs and 
questionable historic value led voters to reject the article.

“Article 18: Becket Zoning Bylaw – Short Term Rentals” at 4 legal 
pages yielded the longest discussion and greatest difference of 
opinion. Those against the bylaw cited it as unnecessary given 
existing state law regarding short-term rentals; the unreasonable 
expense and limits and requirements it placed on property 
owners; and the unnecessary bureaucracy and unfunded 
enforcement obligation it placed on the Town. Those seeming to 
favor the bylaw cited potential town liability if left unaddressed; 
the need for safety and security of residents and renters; and 
the need to protect against large corporations buying up housing 
stock for rentals and adding to the housing shortage. A motion to 
table was made, and in discussion with the Town’s legal counsel, 
Moderator Klepetar explained that meant no further discussion 
and no vote. For now, where it goes is up to Town officials and 
committee members.

“Articles 21 to 37: General/Town Bylaw Changes” was designed to 
update the Town’s bylaws to reflect modern language norms such 
as Chairman to Chair and he/she from he. Amended language 
was once again proposed, this time for Article 21, for changing 
gender-identifying pronouns to the non-binary pronouns they/
them. After agreement was reached it was then determined that 
“person” may be the most modern and accepted usage. The 
committee agreed to work with a local volunteer and corporate 
lawyer to address that change in the future.  

After running just over three hours, the meeting was adjourned 
at 5:15pm. 

Town Operating Budget, continued from page 1



Saturday, June 1, 15, 22, 29, July 6: Storytime with 
Stay & Play / 10:30am-12:30pm / Free / Stay after 
Storytime for snacks and a chance for kids to play and 
caregivers to connect with each other
Tuesdays, June 4, 11, 18, 25: Baby & Toddler 
Playgroup / 10-11am / Free
Tuesday, June 4: Book Club: The Maid by Nita Prose / 
1:30pm / Free
Saturday, June 8: Creative Movement & Storytime 
with Laurel Lenski / 10:30-11:30am / Free
Monday, June 10: Cookbook Club: Madhur Jaffrey’s 
Instantly Indian Cookbook & Vegetarian India by 
Madhur Jaffrey / 6-7:30pm / Free
Tuesday, June 11: Country Blues presentation by 
Ralph Rosen / 6-7pm / Free
Thursday, June 13: Game Night / 6-8pm / Free
Tuesday, June 18: Movie Night for Adults / 6:30-
9:30pm / Free
Thursday, June 20: An Evening with Mercury Stardust 
/ 7-8pm / Zoom or watch party at the library / 
Registration required / Free
Tuesday, June 25: 1960’s Jazz presentation by Ralph 
Rosen / 6-7pm / Free
Saturday, July 6 & Sunday, July 7: Book Sale 
Fundraiser / 10-4pm / By donation (cash or check)

Saturday, June 1: Douglas Williams presents “Another 
Show” / 7-9pm / $20 suggested donation 
Wednesdays, June 5, 12, 19, 26 (and July 3, 10): 
“Tonight We Improvise” classes with Ken Cheeseman 
& Paula Langton / 7-9pm / $15 per class ($10 for 
members)
Fridays, June 7, 14, 21, 28: Nia with Diane Firtell / 
10-11am / $12 per class ($6 for members)
Saturday, June 8: Music Brings Communities 
Together - Criollo Clasico / 5-7pm / Free
Sunday, June 9: “The Child Within” Exhibition Closing 
Reception / 2-4pm / Free
Thursday, June 13: Speaker Series,  Angie Babbs “The 
Art of Weaving”/ 5-6pm / $5 (Free for BAC members)
Friday, June 14: “Fungi Art” by Bill Wurtzel - Opening 
Reception / 5-7pm / Free
Saturday, June 22: Arts & Crafts Marketplace / 
10am-4pm (25+ vendors including: jewelers, painters, 
sculptors, textile artists, bakers, photographers, 
printers, ceramists, and wood-workers)
Saturday, June 22: Music Brings Communities 
Together - Kilashandra /  5-7pm / Free
Sunday, June 23: “Wood Working” Exhibition Closing 
Reception / 2-4pm / Free
Friday, June 28: “Reaching” Exhibit Opening 
Reception / 5-7pm / Free

BECKET ATHENAEUM BECKET ARTS CENTER

Community Calendar June 2024
Full listing & details: www.BecketBeat.org/Community-Calendar 

see page 5  
for more >>
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
Wednesday, June 5: Board of Health / 5pm  
Tuesday, June 11: Finance Committee / 5pm
Tuesday, June 11: Historical Commission / 7pm
Wednesday, June 12: Planning Board / 6pm
Wednesday, June 12, 26: Select Board / 7pm
Tuesday, June 18: Energy Committee / 4pm 
Tuesday, June 25: Conservation Comm / 6pm
Wednesday, June 26: Bylaw Review Committee / 10am

HOURS

Saturdays, June 1, 15: Food Pantry / Becket 
Federated Church / 9-11am 
Mondays, June 3, 19, 17, 24: Chair Yoga for Seniors / 
Washington Town Hall / 11am / Free 
Tuesdays, June 4, 11, 18, 25: Yoga for Seniors w/ 
Rima Sala / Washington Town Hall / 9am / Free  
Tuesdays & Thursdays, June 4, 6, 11, 13, 18, 20, 25, 
27: Council on Aging Lunch & Bingo / Becket Town 
Hall / 11am-2pm / $3 for lunch
Wednesdays, June 5, 12, 19, 26: Yoga / Becket Town 
Hall / 9am / $3
Sunday, June 9: Bean Bag Baseball Exhibition & 
Signup / 1-3pm / Becket Center Town Park Pavilion 
Thursday, June 20: CHP Mobile Health Unit / Town 
Hall / 1-3pm
Saturday, June 29: All You Can Eat Breakfast / Becket 
Federated Church / 8-10:30am / $8 
Saturday, June 29: Ham Dinner & Strawberry 
Shortcake / Guild Hall, YMCA Rd / 4:30-6:30pm /  
$15 for adults, kids under 12 free / Eat in or take out.  
To-go dinners, call 623-8300 or 623-6455.
Saturday, June 29: Town of Washington Family Fun 
Day/ 10am-2:30pm / Washington Town Park

For more live and local music, visit:
www.route8pub.com 
www.facebook.com/PapaBobsentertainmenthall
www.thedreamawaylodge.com/events
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Becket Families Go West: Part 2 (see May 2024 issue for Part 1)

by Marilyn Fish

The Beckett [sic] Land Company purchased 14,845 acres in Ohio, specifically Town 4, Range 6 (later known as Windham) in November 
1810, with the intention of starting new lives on the frontier. The acreage was divided into 100 lots and distributed according to each 
family’s investment. Dillingham Clark, a land surveyor by trade, invested $6,000, becoming the owner of nearly 25% of the township. 
Thatcher and Elizabeth Conant, Dillingham and Abigail Clark, and Alpheus and Anna Streator donated portions of their allotments 
near the center of the township for a village green. By the winter, Land Company families began preparations for their long journey 
into the wilderness.  

Before packing their wagons, they selected four young men to go in advance and prepare the way: 
Elijah Alford, Jr., age 31, Oliver Alford, age 22, Ebenezer 0range Messenger, age 21, and Nathan Harvey 
Messenger, age 19. The four traveled 600 miles on foot with a sled and horse carrying their baggage. 
Arriving on March 16, 1811, they found untouched forests along with the remnants of Native American 
villages in the form of a few small clearings with decaying wigwams. The Alford brothers erected the 
first settlers’ dwelling in the township, a cabin 20’ feet by 15’, created a clearing, and planted wheat for 
those who would follow. The Messengers also made a clearing and erected a cabin. 

In June, Bille Messenger arrived with his son Hiram, Hiram’s wife, Anna Snow Messenger, and Joseph 
Southworth, a single man who had traveled with them. Between July 5 and July 20 other Becket families 
appeared, many with children not named in the records: Alpheus Streator and Anna M. Lyman Streator; 
Jeremiah Lyman (brother-in-law of Alpheus Streator), whose wife died on the journey; Thatcher Conant 
and Elizabeth Manley Conant; Colonel Benjamin Higley (stepson of Elijah Alford) and Sarah McKowan 
Higley; Ebenezer N. Messenger and Sally Campbell Messenger; and Gideon Bush. Nathan Birchard also 
came in 1811 to prepare land and build a cabin. He moved in with his wife Marcy Ashley Birchard and 
children a year later. It is not clear when Dillingham Clark (nephew of Thatcher Conant) and Abigail 
Walden Clark arrived. Additional Becket families joined the community in the ensuing years.

Deacon Elijah Alford and his wife Olive Adams appeared on October 12, 1811. Although they were the last of the original group to 
reach Windham, Alford seemed destined to become a community leader. In Becket he had served 
as surveyor, juror, inspector of schools and church deacon. In Windham he continued as deacon and 
was also elected Justice of the Peace. The first school in the township was taught in the winter of 
1811-1812 in the house of Alpheus Streator by his daughter Eliza and Rebecca Conant, daughter of 
Thatcher Conant. The young ladies gave their services for about a year, relieving each other every two 
weeks. Men and older boys set about clearing the forests, building cabins and rudimentary furniture, 
hunting for food, cutting roads, and planting fields, while women and girls cooked the food, endured 
pregnancies, delivered babies, raised children, tended the sick, spun wool, wove cloth, and made 
clothes, candles, soap and most items used in the home.

In April 1813 various town officers were elected: Trustees 
– Thatcher Conant, Benjamin Higley, Jeremiah Lyman; 
Overseers of the Poor – Hiram Messenger, Thatcher 
Conant; Fence Viewers – Levi Alford, Ephraim H. Seeley; 
Lister and Appraiser – Ebenezer N. Messenger; Constable 
– Hiram Messenger; Treasurer – Oliver Alford. The first 
postmaster was Dillingham Clark, appointed in 1818.

As exciting and empowering as this venture was, it was 
not an unqualified success. According to the History of Portage County, Ohio, 1885, 
“In the midst of all the loveliness of the surroundings, there was a sense of loneliness 
that could not be dispelled.” Indeed, some of the Becket pioneers turned back to the 
comforts of the East and others continued to more densely populated western locations. 
But those who remained helped leave the indelible mark of Becket, Massachusetts on 
Windham, Ohio.

Sources: Cathaline Alford Archer, “Eighteenth Century Becket,” A Bicentennial History of Becket, Berkshire County, Massachusetts, 1765-1965, 
Becket Historical Society, 1964; E. G. Holland, Memoir of Rev. Joseph Badger, C.S. Francis and Co., New York, 1854; History of Portage County, Ohio, 
Chicago, Warner, Beers & Company, 1885; various online genealogy sites and entries on Ohio history.
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Colonel Benjamin Higley, 1777-
1867, a teacher in Becket and a 
Trustee of Windham Township.

Dillingham Clark, 1766-1856. Clark 
was a tavern owner and surveyor 
in Washington, Massachusetts. He 
owned 25% of Windham Township 
and served as the postmaster.

Portage County as it was originally laid out. 



The Becket Volunteer Fire Department: 
They Do More Than Fight Fires
by Ann Krawet

Aside from fighting home and outdoor fires, our Becket Volunteer Fire Department responds to vehicular accidents, conducts Search 
and Rescue missions for lost hikers, performs water and ice rescues, assists the Highway Department and Police with equipment and 
manpower, sets up a landing site for Medivac rescues, helps drain flooded basements, and, of course, retrieves the proverbial cat 
stranded in a tree. They field approximately 120 calls a year, with summertime being the busiest.

They also host an annual kindergarten visit and teach the “Stop, Drop, and Roll” injury prevention techniques to our kids during 
school visits, sponsor Christmas and Halloween events, and participate in the town’s Memorial Day parade. 

Their motivation to volunteer? Bob Healy Sr. explained: “When I was 10 years old and our house was burning, I was glad someone 
showed up. If you have the belief that you can make a difference, then make a difference.” 

There are 14 active members. Ideally, the town would like to have 20 fully trained firefighters so they are actively recruiting 
additional volunteers. No prior experience is necessary and volunteers train on the job. The team emphasized that volunteers with 
different skill sets are appreciated and valuable. It is important to note that, of the 14 current members, two are women. Becket was 
the first in the State to incorporate women into the team and highly encourages more women to apply. For now, when extra help is 
needed, surrounding towns are called to provide “mutual aid”. 

Training takes place at regional and state locations and in-house at both firehouse locations (locations listed below). Diverse situations 
require different skills: hazard training, controlled burns, first responder for fentanyl/drug overdoses, mass casualties, active shooter, 
electric battery fires, railroad track fires, and more. Since Becket is over 50 square miles, having two firehouses is helpful. Fire fighters 
from both stations will respond to all calls although for minor calls only one station will send a truck. Also, since distance from a 
firehouse and age of equipment are among determinants for fire insurance costs, having two fire houses and modern equipment 
becomes an advantage for many residents.  

Our volunteer fire department has come a long way from its inception in 1925. Emergency 911 calls are dispatched by the Berkshire 
County Sheriff to the designated firehouse, the members via beepers, along with detailed individual and group texts. It was much 
different fifty years ago when someone would be assigned to push a button that activated the siren. And today, equipment is more 
advanced – air masks are individually fitted and assigned, and oxygen packs, which are lighter than older models, have built-in 
thermal cameras. A 3,000-gallon tanker truck sits near the engine. A new full-size engine to replace the 1989 model is scheduled for 
delivery in November. 

The members take great pride in their accomplishments, their camaraderie and in keeping our 
community safe. Trophies and awards for stellar performance throughout the years cover the walls.

Their advice to residents:
•	 House numbers must be visible on the house and by the road. 
•	 If you don’t have one, order 911 Signs (on the town website).
•	 Update your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors.
•	 Clean your chimney of debris and creosote buildup. 

FIREHOUSE LOCATIONS: 629 Jacobs Ladder Road (near the Sherwood Forest community) &
108 Washington St. (just beyond the Becket Athenaeum and Becket Arts Center)
CONTACT: Paul Mikaniewicz, Fire Chief 413-623-8760; 413-623-2185 (for open burn permits)      
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L to R: New air pack equipment; firefighters in action, equipment and clothing storage; fire truck (Photos by Ann Krawet)

Awards hanging in station  
(Photo by Ann Krawet)
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Becket Arts Center - Music, Improv, Exhibits, and More
June begins a busy and exciting season for the BAC, starting with Douglas Williams’ “Another 
Show” on Sat., Jun. 1. Music Brings Communities Together is back with Criollo Clasico on June 8 
and Kilashandra on June 22. Bill Wurtzel returns with his “Fungi Art” exhibit, opening on June 14 
and our “Reaching” exhibit opening reception is on June 28. 

Ken Cheeseman and Paula Langton bring “Tonight We Improvise,” a series of 
improv classes to the BAC Wednesdays in June and July 3 and 10. Plus, don’t 
miss our Arts and Crafts Marketplace on Sat., Jun. 22, 10am-4pm.  Visit our 
website at becketartscenter.org/events for a full listing of events or stop in and 
pick up a season guide during our regular hours Wed-Sun, 12-4pm. 

Becket Athenaeum Book Sale Fundraisers & Community Events
Ralph Rosen, local musician and educator, will be giving multimedia presentations on two musical 
genres: Country Blues (June 11, 6pm) and 1960’s Jazz (June 25, 6pm). On June 20 at 7pm, join 
us for a virtual author talk with famous trans handywoman Mercury Stardust.
Either attend from your own device on Zoom or join us at the library for a live 
watch party on the big screen with free popcorn.

We will be hosting two Book Sale Fundraiser weekends this summer: July 6 & 7 
and August 31 and September 1. Browse through an array of books, audiobooks, 
and more on the library lawn from 10-4 (weather-permitting). Donations of 
any size support the services & programs at the Becket Athenaeum.
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BECKET WASHINGTON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP (BWCP) NEWS

Ham Dinner and 
Strawberry Shortcake

Sat., June 29th 
4:30 to 6:30pm

 Guild Hall on YMCA Road

Baked ham, homemade 
baked beans, potato 

salad, green bean salad 
and strawberry shortcake 
with real whipped cream 

served by the Ladies’ Guild 

Adults: $15 
Kids under 12: are free. 

Eat in or take out. 
For to-go dinners please call 

623-8300 or 623-6455.

Community Garden Space Available Near Congregational Church
Community garden space near the Congregational Church is now available to anyone who 
needs a sunny place to grow veggies. If interested, contact Rita at 623-5146. Water is available.


