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Becket Welcomes Summer People
by Marilyn Fish

Early each summer, Becket’s year-round population swells as hundreds of urban and 
suburban dwellers who own or rent vacation homes arrive in town. Despite what we 
may think, this is not a 21st century phenomenon. On June 11, 1878, the Hinsdale 
Cornet Band paraded merrily down Becket’s main street playing popular music for the 
crowds that turned out to celebrate the opening of a new summer resort, the Claflin 
House. Recently built for city boarders by Amos G. Cross, the hotel was located where 
the Becket Washington School now stands. After the parade, the cornets serenaded 
the crowds as they feasted, greeted honored guests, and danced until midnight. The 
party ended with three cheers for the proprietor and his success. According to the 
Berkshire Eagle, June 13, 1878, the Claflin House had much to recommend it. It was 
“within easy walking distance of the post office and the passenger [train] depot, yet 
back from the noise, dust and tumult of the main business street.” The Eagle went on 
to say that the guest rooms were airy, neatly furnished, and well-lighted and that the 
food was freshly supplied by local farmers.

Becket actually had been established as a resort community years earlier when 
families from Springfield and beyond began boarding with farmers during the summer. 
Traditionally, women and children remained for a month or more, while husbands 

visited periodically. The Claflin House also appealed to a city clientele, but advertised in far-flung newspapers to find new markets. 
By August 1884, the Holyoke Massachusetts Transcript-Telegram reported that Becket had become a favorite destination for visitors 
from New Orleans, St. Louis, Boston, New York and New Jersey. The owner enlarged the dining room, added a piazza, purchased a new 
surrey and placed a boat on the mill pond to satisfy his increasingly demanding guests. During the cold months, selectmen and others 
used the Claflin House as a location for meetings. 

In January 1889, Cross sold the hotel to William A. Schlesinger, aged 26, who came 
with a long family tradition of hotel management. By June, the Eagle reported that 
Schlesinger had improved the premises to the delight of visitors. He also kept open 
year round, seeking the fox hunters, fishermen, hikers and other “rusticators,” who 
preferred boarding in comfort to huddling in tents. The Claflin also boasted a four-horse 
carriage capable of carrying a dozen passengers to the more sophisticated environs of 
Lenox or Stockbridge. Only a few years later Schlesinger added Claflin House Park (later 
called Dreamland), just a five-minute walk from the hotel. Described as “16 acres of 
beautiful woodland and open pastures, abounding in sparkling springs, picturesque 
rocks, and beautiful trees,” it was expected to add a bit of sedate adventure to the 
existing activities. 

Schlesinger continued to run the Claflin House through the first years of Prohibition. During his tenure and that of Mr. Cross, the hotel 
provided employment to many Becket men and women, a reliable market for local produce, poultry and meats, and regular income 
to the Town. In July 1901, the Berkshire Eagle credited the Claflin House with reviving Becket’s sagging economy. Noting that larger 
towns with better employment opportunities had drawn away half the town’s population, they emphasized that many Claflin visitors 
had bought or built vacation homes thus making Becket “a most desirable summer colony.” The Eagle concluded that “Becket has 

Detail of L.R. Burleigh’s 1889 bird’s eye view of  
Becket, Massachusetts. The Claflin House (large 
building left of center) was across the street from 
the church and a short distance from the silk mill 
(foreground, right).

The Claflin House, date unknown.

continued on page 3
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The Berkshire Mobile 
Farmers Market:  
Bridging the Gap Between 
Consumers and Local 
Farmers 
by Ann Krawet

If you are looking for a place nearby to purchase fresh locally 
grown vegetables and staples (eggs, breads, meats, dairy 
products and honey) at fair prices, then stop by the Becket Town 
Pavilion (next to Town Hall) from 3:30pm to 6:00pm on Fridays 
from June 28th through October 18th. The Berkshire Mobile 
Farmers Market connects local farms and food producers to 
rural communities to provide fresh and affordable food. Becket 
is one of six Berkshire County locations (Monterey, Becket, 
North Adams, Adams and two locations in Pittsfield) where the 
Berkshire Mobile Farmers Market operates. 

A “FairShare” tiered payment system makes shopping at the 
market affordable for all. Customers can choose to pay full retail 
price (“I can comfortably meet all my basic needs”), or 50% off 
(“I can sometimes meet my basic needs”), or use the market 
as a food pantry (“Access to free food helps me meet my basic 
needs”) for up to $60 of free food per household. SNAP/HIP, 
WIC coupons, and Senior’s coupons are accepted. The state-
funded healthy food incentive program (HIP) will refund an 
additional amount per household size back onto the EBT card 
for the purchase of fruits and vegetables at the market. Unsold 
food is donated to local food pantries. 

The Mobile Market is funded by a USDA Regional Food Systems 
Partnership grant, market sponsors, various foundation grants, 
and income from shoppers who purchase food at full retail 
price or pay with SNAP/HIP benefits. Staff at each market 
location includes a Market Coordinator, Market Ambassador 
and volunteers from the community. 

Statistics from last year’s 10-week pilot program at three local 
market sites (which included Becket), validate the program’s 
efforts to mitigate food insecurity in the Berkshires, experienced 
by 21% of children in MA: $31,533 in local food was purchased, 
27 farms and food producers were supported, and 70% of the 
1,300 shoppers received free food. 

What’s to Eat  
Around Town?
by Marcia Parnell

Becket Country Store: Owner Ryan Eley has added hot 
sandwiches and vegetarian and vegan offerings to his deli menu 
along with fresh produce. There is both indoor and outdoor 
umbrellaed seating. See their Facebook page for all the details.

Dream Away Lodge: If you hadn’t already heard, former chef 
Amy Loveless has returned and there’s a new menu. Community 
music night is every Wednesday and reservations can be booked 
through Resy. See thedreamawaylodge.com for all the latest.

Neon Newt: Owner Olivia Pattison added a bakery during the 
off-season and is now selling pastries and breads made from 
all-local grains during restaurant hours -- Thursday through 
Sunday from 8am to 2pm. Monday night dinners continue with 
a different seasonal menu each week. Check out the Newt’s 
Facebook page for menus and more. 

Papa Bob’s: Outdoor dining and music have started and 
“Christmas in July” is this month’s theme with ugly sweater and 
chili cookoff events planned by Owners Tami and Bob Scott. A 
portion of the proceeds will be donated to the Becket Police 
Association’s Children’s Holiday Party held each December. 
Everything you need to know is at papabobsplace.com.

Route 8 Pub: General Manager Trisha Magner has added “grab 
and go” food and snacks available Thursday through Sundays 
from 11am to 3pm and promises live entertainment at least two 
days weekly. Learn more at route8pub.com.

Sherwood Shoppe: Long-prized for their breakfasts and baked 
goods, you may not have known that the Sherwood Shoppe also 
bakes pizza from scratch and stocks all the deli and grocery items 
you would expect in a convenience store. Check out their menu 
at sherwoodshoppe.com.

Donate, volunteer, sign up for their newsletter  
or get more information at:

www.berskhiremobilefarmersmarket.org

email: kate@berkshiregrown.org
call: 413-528-0041

Make sure to follow them on Facebook and Instagram
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Look for our reader survey this summer. We want to hear your ideas and  
know what you think can make the Becket Beat even better!

been reclaimed, and the Claflin House did it.” 

Only one month before his death in 1924, Schlesinger sold the 
Claflin House to Charles Maak of Fords, New Jersey. Apparently 
unsuited for the work, Maak soon sold to Mr. and Mrs. Conrad 
Eidam of New York City. However, by the late 1930s, travelers 
with cars were no longer restricted by train routes. Small-town 
hotels went out of fashion as more remote destinations became 
accessible. The Claflin House was eventually sold to the Town to 
make way for the new Becket Consolidated School, built in 1940. 
Despite this loss, Becket continues to welcome summer people, 
including second-home owners who readily support the local 
economy through taxes and patronage to local business, cultural 
and arts venues.

Sources: Newspapers cited in this article were accessed through  
Newspapers.com, an internet subscription service.

Becket Welcomes Summer People, continued from page 1

An ad from the New-York Tribune, June 24, 1878. 

The Rush for the Wilderness, from an 1870s issue of Harper’s Magazine. 
Rusticators were city people who craved an “authentic” country experience.



Tuesdays: Baby & Toddler Playgroup / 10-11am / Free
Tuesday, July 2: Book Club: All the Sinners Bleed by 
S.A. Cosby / 1:30pm / Free
Saturdays: Storytime with Stay & Play / 10:30am-
12:30pm / Free / Stay after Storytime for snacks and a 
chance for kids to play and caregivers to connect with 
each other.
Saturday, July 6 & Sunday, July 7: Book & Bake Sale 
Fundraiser / 10-4pm / By donation (cash or check)
Monday, July 8: Cookbook Club: Mark Bittman’s 
Kitchen Express by Mark Bittman / 6-7:30pm / Free
Friday, July 12: Reptiles of the Berkshires with Tom 
Tyning / 10-11am / Free
Tuesday, July 16: Movie Night for Adults / 6:30-
9:30pm / Free
Thursday, July 18: Local Author Tea with David 
Giannini & Gary Metras / 12-1pm / Free
Thursday, July 18: Game Night / 6-8pm / Free
Monday, July 29: My Yard has Been Invaded! with 
John Burns / 6-7:30pm / Free
Tuesday, August 6: Book Club: Lessons in Chemistry 
by Bonnie Garmus / 1:30pm / Free

Wednesdays, July 3, 10: “Tonight We Improvise” 
classes with Ken Cheeseman & Paula Langton / 
7-9pm / $15 per class ($10 for members)
Fridays, July 5, 12, 19, 26: Nia with Diane Firtell / 10-
11am / $12 per class ($6 for members)
Sunday, July 7: “Fungi Art” by Bill Wurtzel - Closing 
Reception & Presentation / 2-4pm / Free
Thursday, July 11: Speaker Series,  Andrew DeVries 
“A Legacy in Bronze”/ 5-6pm / $5 (Free for BAC 
members)
Friday, July 12: “Member Art Show” Exhibition 
Opening Reception / 5-7pm / Free
Saturday, July 13: Music Brings Communities 
Together - Robin O’Herin / 5-7pm / Free
Sunday, July 21: “Reaching” Closing Reception / 
2-4pm / Free
Friday, July 26: Collage with Diane Firtell / 11:15am-
12:30pm / $30 (includes materials) ($25 for BAC 
members)
Friday, July 26: “Paw Prints” Exhibition Opening 
Reception / 5-7pm / Free
Saturday, July 27: Music Brings Communities 
Together - Hot Sauce / 5-7pm / Free

Tickets now available for the annual Becket Bash at 
Camp Watitoh - Sunday, August 25 / 5-9pm / $55

BECKET ATHENAEUM BECKET ARTS CENTER

Community Calendar July 2024
Full listing & details: www.BecketBeat.org/Community-Calendar 

see page 5  
for more >>
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
Tuesday, July 9: Finance Committee / 5pm
Wednesday, July 10, 24: Select Board / 7pm
Wednesday, July 10: Planning Board / 6pm
Wednesday, July 17: Bylaw Review Committee / 10am 
Tuesday, July 23: Conservation Comm / 6pm

Mondays, July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: Chair Yoga for Seniors 
/ Washington Town Hall / 11am / Free 
Mondays, July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: Bean Bag Baseball / 
Becket Center Town Park Pavilion / 6-9pm / Free
Tuesdays, July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: Yoga for Seniors w/ 
Rima Sala / Washington Town Hall / 9am / Free 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, July 2, 4, 9, 11, 16, 18, 23, 26, 
30: Council on Aging Lunch & Bingo / Becket Town 
Hall / 11am-2pm / $3 for lunch
Wednesdays, July 3, 10, 17, 24, 31: Yoga / Becket 
Town Hall / 9am / $3 
Fridays, July 5, 12, 19, 26: Berkshire Mobile Farmers 
Market / Town Hall Pavilion / 3:30-6pm
Fridays, July 5, 12, 19, 26: Farm & Craft Market / 
Becket Country Store / 2-7pm
Friday, July 5: Free Pasta Dinner / Becket Federated 
Church / 5-7pm / Free
Saturdays, July 6, 20: Food Pantry / Becket Federated 
Church / 9-11am 
Saturday, July 27: All You Can Eat Breakfast / Becket 
Federated Church / 8-10:30am / $8 

For more on live and local music events, visit:
www.route8pub.com 
www.facebook.com/PapaBobsentertainmenthall
www.thedreamawaylodge.com/events
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Climate Change and Our Berkshire Lakes and Ponds 
by Kathy Dickinson

On May 22 the Becket Conservation Commission, chaired by Dave Johnson, and the newly formed Becket Lakes and Ponds Council, 
chaired by Purr McEwen, co-sponsored a forum to address how climate change is impacting our Berkshire lakes and ponds. This 
program was a sequel to an initial forum held last year to open dialogue between our many Becket lake and pond communities. 

The program provided an overview of the current status and anticipated threats to our environment through the eyes of three local 
experts in their fields. Panelists included Bruce Winn, Professor of Environmental Life Sciences at Berkshire Community College; 
Emily Stockman, Wetland Specialist and owner of Stockman Associates; and Joe Onorato, Aquatic Specialist and owner of Water and 
Wetland, LLC.

Initial presentations by the specialists focused on our current situation, but each wrapped up with things we can do to make a 
difference. Winn, Director and Founder of the Berkshire Environmental Action Team (“BEAT”), stated simply “We are long past turn 
out the lights when you leave the room and take shorter showers.” Although changes to our climate have been gradual, the impacts 
of rising levels of CO2 are very real and accelerating. The trend is for plants and animals to migrate northwards as our planet warms, 
but the relative speed with which each species migrates varies, resulting in enormous disruptions to natural cycles while putting 
many species at risk of extinction.

Stockman shared her boots-on-the-ground perspective concerning extreme wetland conditions, from floods to droughts. She has 
observed that “departures from normal” over the years aren’t necessarily more frequent, but are more severe and prolonged. These 
stress-associated conditions provide opportunities for encroachment by invasive species, hampering survival of native plants and 
animals. Where we used to see typical time-of-the-year restrictions such as a “dry season,” that may no longer be our reality. 

As for effects on aquatic management of our lakes and ponds, Onorato noted that we are seeing algae blooms where we have never 
seen them before, associated with risks to the health of humans and animals alike. Significant storm events alter nutrient levels in 
bodies of water, directly affecting fish and other wildlife. Since milder winters allow longer growing seasons, even native plant species 
(not just invasives) can become problematic. An example of this is how quickly purple bladderwort can turn into an overgrown 
nuisance disrupting enjoyment of a lake. Where an annual November drawdown of a lake used to be an effective management tool, 
with less freezing that practice is less reliable and many lake communities are resorting to manual and chemical solutions.

The second portion of the forum focused on recommendations to protect the future health of our wetlands. Suggestions from 
the panelists included getting involved in local politics and increasing voter turnout. According to Winn, while “85% of people self-
identify as environmentalists, they don’t necessarily vote that way and that’s the level where change needs to be made.” Another 
good step is to visit the website SkepticalScience.com for good talking points when engaging others in conversations about climate 
change. Stockman shared concern for where people get their information. She also pointed out that regulatory pathways have a 
role to play and the Wetlands Protection Act needs revisions with climate change in mind. For lake and pond communities, water 
sampling on a regular basis is a proactive measure because the more data you have for your body of water over time, the more 
prepared you are to respond when a problem occurs.

Onorato reminded attendees that “anyone who lives on a lake cares about it. The keys are education and meaningful conversations.”

Buckley Dunton, Becket (Photo by Art Alpert)



Select Board Interview:  
Balancing Taxpayer Needs and High Costs
by Marcia Parnell

Most Becket full and part-time residents don’t attend Select 
Board meetings. Nor do they attend the Annual Town Meeting 
held each May. Select Board meetings generally draw a handful 
of folks and the recent Town Meeting recorded just 113 
registered voters or about 10% of total registered voters. That 
means that the Select Board draws largely on their own work 
and life experience and sense of civic duty to manage the Town 
responsibly and to make decisions that affect all of us in some 
way or another.

The current Select Board – Bill Elovirta, Chris Swindlehurst and Jeff 
Piemont -- each came to their post for different reasons. Elovirta 
explained that after years as Highway Superintendent and then Police Chief, he felt his knowledge of the Town and budgeting 
process would prove valuable. Swindlehurst started attending Select Board meetings after he sold his business in 2013. When 
Elovirta suggested he run, he felt compelled to do it to honor his late mother, Madeleine, who’d been active in Becket politics for 
many of her 93 years. Piemont, a self-defined “newbie,” who believes you can’t complain if you don’t participate, initially considered 
running for the Finance Committee. But when he put out some feelers, it was suggested that he’d be a good fit for the open Select 
Board position. Piemont explained his appreciation for people running departments and doing various jobs, but ultimately decided 
“Someone’s got to run the Town,” and so he ran for the position and joined the others. 

None of the Board members receive much in the way of comments or inquiries from residents on a day-to-day basis. Said Elovirta, 
“I may get two or three calls a month.” Swindlehurst acknowledged that Town Administrator Kathe Warden and Administrative 
Assistant Beverly Gilbert tend to be the first points of contact for many residents and if Select Board input or action is needed, the 
issue will get on the Board meeting agenda.

As for top issues among constituents, they all agree it’s probably road conditions. They hear varying complaints – some residents feel 
the Town doesn’t do enough and others feel they do too much. Fred Snow Road seems to be the lightning rod – “pave” or “don’t pave, 
but fix the bumps.” Elovirta suspects that if surveyed today 50% would want the road paved and 50% would prefer to keep it gravel.

As for the Board’s major focus, it seems to be balancing the high costs of virtually everything the Town requires against a manageable 
property tax burden for homeowners. Becket’s second homeowners are viewed as an asset to the Town because they contribute 
significant revenue but don’t use the school system and place less of a demand on police, fire, ambulance services and amenities 
like the beach, playgrounds and other recreational facilities. Like many residents, Piemont started as a part-timer and settled here 
full time in 2019. “I’ve been on both sides, so I always ask myself, ‘Who is the intended beneficiary and who is going to suffer the 
burden of what we’re doing?’”

Having lost staff to the State and other towns for better pay, Becket has bumped wages to what the Board now considers competitive 
levels. And for costly items like highway equipment and fire trucks, they look to space acquisitions over time to smooth out costs. 
Looming large, however, is the need for a Town facility that incorporates the Fire and Ambulance teams, currently squeezed for 
space, and the Highway Department, which stores much of its equipment outdoors. The 106 acres of Town-owned property that 
incorporates Esau’s Heel Trail has been earmarked as the logical site for such a facility, but as Piemont says, the cost for such a facility 
is “hard to fathom.”

In light of that, Piemont, who worked as an attorney specializing in non-profit and municipal finance for 40 years, has broached the 
subject of debt financing with the Finance Committee and his Board colleagues as a way to level out costs over a longer term. Explains 
Swindlehurst, “I always believed if you had the money, you should pay your bills right now. Jeff brought the concept that if you pay 
for a fire truck this year because you have the money, you’re burdening this year’s taxpayer and the taxpayers of the next 20 years 
receive the benefit. To me it’s counter-intuitive but I appreciate the thinking.” The question of state-mandated regionalized services 
to spread costs across several towns drew little support. Elovirta sees it already happening on an informal basis and Swindlehurst 
rejected the notion of giving up voters’ rights to decide what to pay for. 

Want to learn more or get involved? The Select Board meets the first and third Wednesday of each month at 7pm. You’ll find more 
details at townofbecket.org.   
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Becket Select Board Members William Elovirta, Chris Swindlhurst and  
Jeff Piemont at May 11th Town Meeting (Photo by Marcia Parnell)
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Becket Arts Center - Music, Improv, Exhibits, and More
Ken Cheeseman and Paula Langton’s “Tonight We Improvise,” classes wrap up on July 3 and 10. 
Music Brings Communities Together continues with Robin O’Herin on July 13 and Hot Sauce on 
July 27. Our Member Art Show opens on July 12 and “Paw Prints” opens on July 26. “Fungi Art” 
closes on July 7 and “Reaching” closes on July 21. Andrew DeVries presents 
“A Legacy in Bronze” as part of our Speaker Series on July 11 and Diane Firtell 
gives a collage workshop on July 26. Plus, tickets are now on sale for our annual 
BECKET BASH at Camp Watitoh on Sunday, August 25 from 5-9pm. 

Visit our website at becketartscenter.org/events for a full listing of events or 
stop in and pick up a season guide during our regular hours Wed-Sun, 12-4pm. 

Becket Athenaeum Summer Reading/Book & Bake Sale Fundraiser
All ages are invited to read all summer long with the Becket Athenaeum. This year’s Summer 
Reading theme is Read, Renew, Repeat and encourages reading as a restorative method of self-
improvement and self-preservation. We’re especially excited to offer Read & 
Bead for kids ages 4 through 12 and Book Bingo for teens. Visit our website or 
stop by the library to learn more.

Check out our Book & Bake Sale Fundraiser on July 6 and 7 to browse through 
an array of books, audiobooks, DVDs, baked goods, and more on the library 
lawn from 10 to 4 (weather-permitting). Help support your local library.  
The library will be open both days so pop in to see what’s happening.
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BECKET WASHINGTON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP (BWCP) NEWS

Wahconah Regional:
Zachary Flaherty

Bumblebee Gillespie
Riley Gladu

Bridget Long
Nate Miller

Dorian Ramirez
Isabella Santos
Cody Sullivan

Smith Vocational  
and Agricultural:

Tyler Carlson

Community Garden Space Available Near Congregational Church
Community garden space near the Congregational Church is now available to anyone who 
needs a sunny place to grow veggies. If interested, contact Rita at 623-5146. Water is available.

HOURS Congratulations to 
Becket’s Class of 2024 
High School Graduates


