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Home Modification Loan 
Program Can Improve 
Home Accessibility for 
Seniors and Disabled 
by Marcia Parnell

For Becket residents challenged by accessibility and mobility 
issues in their homes, the State’s Home Modification Loan 
Program (HMLP) may be a solution. The HMLP is a state-funded 
no-interest loan program to provide improvements that make 
it possible for elderly and disabled residents to live comfortably 
and securely in their own homes. Possible enhancements 
include outdoor and indoor ramps, driveway and walkway 
paving, stair lifts, platform lifts, alarm systems, fences, kitchen 
and bathroom modifications, and even alternative dwelling 
units. 

HMLP eligibility is income-based with a gross income of up to 
$228.4K for a single homeowner and up to $430.8K for a family 
of eight. Structured as a zero-interest loan, repayment is not 
required until the property is sold or transferred. A landlord 
with fewer than ten units may be eligible for a 3% loan to 
improve a tenant’s unit. Project costs can range from as little as 
$1,000 to up to $50,000 and contractors must supply a written 
estimate and be licensed and insured. Applicants must also 
supply documentation demonstrating need from a professional 
along with details on the proposed modification.

The program is administered locally by the Berkshire Regional 
Planning Commission (BRPC), whose representatives explain 
the structure, answer any questions and assist prospective 
applicants through the process. BRPC also provides a list of 
contractors, although homeowners may choose their own 
licensed firm. Senior Planner Brett Roberts estimates that 
the up-front administrative details such as completing the 
application, securing a written estimate and receiving approval 
can take several weeks. He also emphasized that HMLP is not 
a home-improvement loan for standard maintenance and 
repairs. Anyone interested in learning more is urged to contact 
Roberts at HMLP@berkshireplanning.org.

It Matters: Don’t Forget 
to Return Your Becket 
Census 
You’re probably familiar with it by now and should have 
received the 2025 Town Census in the mail. Also known as the 
Annual Street listing, the Census is used to comply with State 
law requiring all towns and cities to update residential street 
addresses and resident population figures every year.

Returning your census form matters because the data may 

Becket Community Day 
at Canterbury Farm

Saturday, March 8th, 10am - 3pm
Join your neighbors for a day of cross-country skiing or 
snowshoeing at the lovely Canterbury Farm. Enjoy 12 
kilometers of beautiful groomed and tracked ski trails for 
beginner and advanced skiers. There’s extensive and varied 
terrain so skiers never feel like they are in a crowd. Canterbury 
Farm is a gem in our community. This private wooded land 
has been forest-managed for 80 years with trails along 
beautiful brooks, beaver ponds, stone walls, lakes, fields and 
mountains where nature abounds.

Discounted tickets and equipment rental offered to Becket 
residents. After the winter activities, visit local businesses 
and enjoy some special offers from: Becket Country Store, 
Route 8 Pub, Sherwood Shoppe, Neon Newt, Himalayan 
High, Pease Store, and October Mountain Real Estate.  
PLAY LOCAL, SHOP LOCAL, SUPPORT LOCAL!

Co-Hosted by Canterbury Farm and the Becket Beat
1986 Fred Snow Rd, Becket, MA 01223 Phone: (413) 623-0100

Continued on page 2
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Kids’ Corner

Answers to last month’s word searches

Papa Bob’s Closes Its 
Doors 
by Marcia Parnell

The appreciation, love and sense of loss for owners Bob 
and Tami Scott was abundant in the 294 emojis and 126 
comments on the Facebook post announcing the closure of 
local favorite Papa Bob’s Entertainment Hall on February 4th.

Very much a family affair, Tami’s dad purchased the property 
and Bob and Tami opened the restaurant on July 1, 2016. 
Each summer, son Bobby would travel north from Mexico to 
help out. At nearly every visit, patrons would get a personal 
hello and “How’s everything?” from either Tami or Bob. 
True to their entertainment hall name, Papa Bob’s routinely 
held parties and featured local bands, and at Christmas Tami 
would provide a complimentary buffet to guests. As Bob 
explained one evening, “We do it for the community, not for 
the money.” 

It’s not known what comes next for the property, but local 
sentiments indicate the Scotts will be a hard act to follow and 
very much missed in Becket.

Bob and Tami Scott, photo provided by Bob and Tami

impact funding for an array of local services, such as Becket 
Washington School enrollment projects, public safety, senior 
citizens’ needs, veterans’ benefits, and allocation of federal 
funds and emergency personnel during a local emergency.  

The Town Census does NOT register anyone to vote, change 
parties, or change your address. However, failure to respond 
to the census can result in your being removed from the 
State Voters List (because your name is no longer listed as a 
resident). If you need any voter registration information please 
go to www.sec.state.ma.us.

If your household has not received a 2025 Town Census, please 
notify the Becket Town Clerk at (413) 623-8934 ext. 111.

Census, continued from page 1

from: www.thesprucecrafts.com



Saturdays: Storytime with Stay & Play / 10:30am-
12:30pm / Free / Stay after Storytime for snacks and 
a chance for kids to play and caregivers to connect 
Tuesdays: Baby & Toddler Playgroup / 10-11am / Free
Tuesday, March 4: Book Club: Horse by Geraldine 
Brooks / 1:30pm / Free
Sunday, March 9: The Road & The Bear: Film & Book 
Discussion / 1-4pm, film at 1pm, discussion at 3pm / 
Free
Monday, March 10: Cookbook Club: The World 
Central Kitchen Cookbook by José Andrés / 6-7:30pm 
/ Free
Thursday, March 13: Mindful Making for Teens / 5:30-
7pm / Free
Thursday, March 20: Game Night / 6-8pm / Free
Thursday, March 27: Mindful Making for Teens / 5:30-
7pm / Free
Saturday, March 29: Movie Night for Adults with Book 
Discussion: Wicked / 5:30-10, film at 6pm, discussion 
at 8:45pm / Free
Sunday, March 30: Spring Forward: Nature Journaling 
for the New Season with Lara Tupper / 11am-12:30pm 
/ Free / Registration required
Tuesday, April 1: Book Club: The Woman Who 
Smashed Codes by Jason Fagone / 1:30pm / Free

Thursdays: Yoga with Rima Sala / 9:30-10:30am /  
$10 per class (discount for BAC members) 
Thursdays: Knit or Not / 6:30-8:30pm / Free
Saturday, March 8: Incognito Witch The Musical / 
2-4pm / $20 ($15 for BAC members & students) 
Wednesday, March 12: An Artist Conversation 
Workshop with Michael Wolski / 4-5pm / Let’s talk 
about ART and share some of the excitement and 
difficulty of living as a maker of things
Thursday, March 13: Speaker Series w/ Kathe 
Warden “Leading and Building Community in 2025” / 
5-6pm / $5 (free for BAC members)
Saturday, March 15: Herbal Workshop / 10am-2pm 
/ Join us for a hands-on, family friendly educational 
experience that connects you with nature (snow 
date: Sunday, March 16)
Tuesday, March 18: The Art of Whiskey Tasting 
Experience with Colin Goundry / 7-8pm / $50 
Wednesday, March 19: Sound Healing with Three 
Trees / 6-8pm / $70 (discount for BAC members)
Wednesday, March 26: Drum with Rick Shrum! / 
4-5pm / $15 ($10 for BAC members)
Friday, March 28: Coffee Sack Art Party & Auction / 
7-10pm / Free (snow date: Saturday, March 29)

BECKET ATHENAEUM BECKET ARTS CENTER

Community Calendar March 2025
Full listing & details: www.BecketBeat.org/Community-Calendar 

see page 4  
for more >>
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
Saturday, March 1: Conservation Comm. / 6pm 
Wednesday, March 5: Board of Health / 5pm
Wednesday, March 5, 19: Select Board / 7pm
Tuesday, March 11: Historical Commission / 1pm
Wednesday, March 12: Select Board  
Working Meeting  / 5pm
Wednesday, March 12: Finance Committee / 5pm
Wednesday, March 12: Planning Board / 6pm
Thursday, March 20: Planning Board Public Hearing to 
review proposed changes to Town of Becket By-Laws / 
6pm

Saturday March 8: Becket Community Day at 
Canterbury Farm / 10am-3pm  
Saturdays, March 1, 15: Food Pantry / Becket 
Federated Church / 9-11am 
Tuesdays & Thursdays in March: Council on Aging 
Lunch & Bingo / Becket Town Hall / 11am-2pm / $3 
for lunch 
Mondays in March: Chair Yoga Class / Washington 
Town Hall / 11am / Free
Tuesdays in March: Yoga for Seniors w/ Rima Sala / 
Washington Town Hall / 9am / Free 
Wednesdays in March: Yoga / Becket Town Hall / 
9am / $3

For more on live and local music events, visit:
www.route8pub.com 
www.facebook.com/PapaBobsentertainmenthall
www.thedreamawaylodge.com/events
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Route 8 Pub Winter Music Series 
Sundays, 5-8pm
3/2: Dave Brown

3/9: Awake at the Wheel
3/16: St. Patrick’s Day Celebration; 

3/23: Kollin Kozlowski 
3/30: Kilashandra



Identifying Becket Trees in Winter
by Susan Neul

My dog, Bear-Bo-Baggins, and I love to meander in the woods for miles in all seasons, including black fly season and mid-winter. 
While the pup takes in all the smells, I mostly day dream as I walk, mentally working on my many to-do lists or untangling a design 
conundrum on one of my projects. In an effort to stay more focused while I walk, I challenged myself to identify the trees by bark 
alone and thought I would share what I have learned with my neighbors.

While three evergreens grow quite happily in Becket 
– white pine, spruce and hemlock – I am going to 
focus on the hardwoods as evergreens are easily 
identified by their needles.

Luckily, there are only five main hardwood species in 
our area to choose from, and four of these have very 
distinctive bark. I think everyone can immediately 
identify a paper birch (aka white birch) with its white 
bark marked with horizontal lines (lenticels). It’s 
called a paper birch for obvious reasons as the bark 
peels off horizontally in sheets and holds together 
nicely. Perfect for a writing surface, not to mention 

canoes. The paper birch has a cousin in the forest called the yellow birch. Its bark shimmers like dull gold. Birch trees are not shade 
tolerant and often die out in forests comprised of faster growing, dense-leafed hardwoods.

The next species with immediately identifiable 
bark is the American beech. It has that smooth 
gray bark that is so tempting to carve one’s name 
in. Unfortunately, the beech have for some time 
now been inflicted with beech bark disease. This 
condition causes cankers on the beautifully smooth 
gray surface of the bark, which can require a second 
look to see if it is indeed a beech because the bark 
looks so rough and non-beech-like. This condition is 
caused by a double whammy of an insect that feeds 
on the bark and creates openings through which 
several varieties of fungus enter and slowly kill the 
tree. The upside to this infestation is that without the 
beech, the maples and birches may thrive, and the possible reduction of some shade will make a better environment for oak to grow 
as well. 

The third species in Becket is the white ash. The ash has distinctive bark that’s easily identifiable once you know what to look for. The 
bark’s furrows form a diamond pattern rather than the straight up and down furrows of other hardwoods. These trees tend to grow 
tall in the forest where they shoot straight up in search of sun. 

The fourth species in the Becket forest was quite a surprise to me – black cherry! And yes, they do produce cherries, but not like 
what you might expect. The cherries are hard round marbles that animals eat, later defecating the pits through the forest. The 
black cherries are quite successful in reproducing. Their bark is distinctive both as a sapling and as a mature tree. The saplings are 
a beautiful shining reddish color with the same horizontal lines as the birch. The mature trees have much darker bark than the 
surrounding hardwoods. They look almost black after a rain. But most distinctive is that the bark forms oval plates overlapping each 
other rather than furrows.

The last species in our forest are the maples. We have three: red, sugar and striped. If you rule out that the tree before you is NOT 
a birch, beech, ash or cherry, then it is most likely a maple. However, telling a sugar maple from a red maple by bark alone is very 
difficult. I haven’t mastered it. The red and sugar maples have gray to brown vertically furrowed bark that peels off on one side or 
another as it gets older. Sometimes both sides. 

Join the 1,700+ members of our Facebook Group! Visit: www.facebook.com/groups/becketbeat 5

Ash Tree Cherry Tree Healthy Beech Tree

Diseased Beech Tree Paper Birch Tree Red Maple Tree

Continued on page 6Photos courtesy of Susan Neul
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Becket Arts Center - Something for Everyone in March   
We’re thinking spring at the BAC in March and have lots to warm you up. 
Catch the quirky magical realism dramedy “Incognito Witch” on March 8 and 
join us as we kick off our Speaker Series on March 13 with Kathe Warden. 

Whiskey enthusiasts won’t want to miss our Whiskey Tasting Experience on 
March 18; Sound Healing with Three Trees makes its BAC debut on March 19. 
Drum with Rick Schrum! returns on March 26, Yoga with Rima Sala happens 
weekly on Thursday mornings, and Knit or Not continues on Thursday evenings. 

PLUS, we reveal and celebrate the Coffee Sack Art Contest creations at a party and auction on 
Friday, March 28 - come see what local creatives made and bid on your favorite pieces!
Visit www.becketartscenter.org for all BAC events and happenings. 

Help Shape the Future of the Becket Athenaeum!
We are constantly striving to enrich and empower the lives of the members of 
our rural community. Input from neighbors like you is vital to help us under-
stand which library services matter most to you now and what you’d love to 
see in the future. Whether or not you’ve used the library lately, we need to 
hear from you! Complete our survey by March 15 to be entered to win a $100 
gift card to a local establishment of your choice. 

Access the survey online at bwlibrary.org/survey25 and paper copies are available at the library.
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BECKET WASHINGTON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP (BWCP) NEWS

Esau’s Heel Trail is the perfect place to test your knowledge. This 1.7 mile trail is wide and flat with 
minimal but sufficient elevation gain to create different growing environments. As you enter, the 
ground can be swampy and you see many small white pine, spruce and hemlock. There is also 
a fair amount of birch on this first section and a scattering of maples. None of these trees mind 
having wet feet whereas the beech and cherry prefer the trail after it climbs its total elevation 
gain of 45 feet to the bench at the turnaround spot. As you continue on the return trail, you enter 
woods dominated by beech and accented with maples and black cherry trees. The first marker 
for the return trail is on a stand of black cherries. The next time you have visitors, be sure to treat 
them to this trail and impress them with your ability to name the trees by bark alone!

Trees, continued from page 5

March word search answer

The Valentine’s Weekend Cookie Extravaganza 
Fundraiser raised $1,692.00 for the Yoked Parish 
of Becket Community Outreach Emergency Fund. 

A BIG thank you to all who donated!


