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Annual Town Meeting 
and Election: Know 
Before You Go 
by Marcia Parnell 

The Annual Town Meeting is scheduled for Saturday, May 10th 
at 2 pm at the Becket Washington School. 

Briefly summarized below are some key articles that voters will 
consider at the Town Meeting.

•	 Article 2. FY 2026 Operating Budget of $7,757,855
•	 Article 9. Ambulance Budget of $712,489
•	 Article 15. Acceptance of Mass General Law Chapter 23B, 

Section 32 (b) Seasonal Community Designation. Becket 
meets the criteria of a seasonal community and as such 
may be entitled to distinctive tools to address its unique 
housing needs.

•	 Article 19. Citizens’ Petition for funds in support of a “fast-
charging” station, farmers market and gas and diesel 
station development at the Becket General Store.

•	 Article 22. Citizens’ Petition for Outdoor Lighting Bylaw. The 
proposed bylaw would establish outdoor light standards for 
new residential, commercial and municipal lighting fixtures 
along with some criteria for lights among existing outdoor 
light fixtures.

•	 Article 23. Zoning Bylaw Addition of Accessory Dwelling 
Units. The proposed bylaw addresses the local stipulations 
for the state’s Affordable Homes Act (AHA), which was 
signed into law in 2024 as a result of the statewide housing 
shortage. Within the AHA is the Accessory Dwelling Unit 
(ADU) section, which gives homeowners the legal right to 
construct an ADU on their property. An ADU can be within 
an existing home, attached to it, or detached from it, may 
not exceed 900 square feet, and importantly, must comply 
with state and city or town bylaws. 

The Town Election is set for the following Saturday, May 17th 
at Becket Town Hall with the polls open from 10am to 7pm. To 
help voters get to know the candidates prior to the election, a 
public forum is scheduled for Monday, May 12th at 5pm in the 
Community Room at the Town Hall. Each candidate will provide 
a brief statement followed by questions and answers from 

We’re a Seasonal 
Community, and the 
ADUs are Coming!
by Tom Lynch 

This is a story about housing in Becket, but it begins 223 miles 
to the east on the island of Nantucket, about 30 miles south 
of Cape Cod.

When Maura Healey became governor of Massachusetts, 
she and her administration immediately realized the 
Commonwealth was deep into a housing crisis. A study done 
by her Executive Office of Housing and Livable Communities 
concluded the state needed an additional 222,000 housing 
units by 2035 to shelter all its citizens. This included 
10,000 “supportive housing units” for people at high risk of 
homelessness.

Nowhere was the housing crisis starker than on the island of 
Nantucket, where 64% of all housing is seasonal, expensive, 
and only used during the summer months. The median 
price of a home is more than $1.5 million, but the average 
income of year-round residents is about $72,000. According 
to a study done by the town, “Nantucket has an undeniable 
shortage of price-appropriate housing for people who work 
on Nantucket throughout the year.”

Both the state and the town concluded people who work on 
the island cannot afford to buy a home there.

When the Healey administration conducted its housing study, 
what it saw happening on Nantucket propelled it to examine 
what was happening in other seasonal communities, such as 
Becket, where more than 40% of housing units are second 
homes, or seasonal.

To address the housing crisis, Healey signed into law the 
Affordable Homes Act (AHA) in August 2024, effective on 
February 25, 2025. The legislation authorizes $5.16 billion in 
spending over the next five years, along with nearly 50 policy 
initiatives to counter rising housing costs caused by high 
demand and limited supply.

The AHA has at least two provisions that will affect Becket 
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Kids’ Corner

Letter From the Editors
May marks the third anniversary of the Becket Beat. From the 
get go, the Beat has been a 100-percent volunteer effort that 
aims to be your source of news for all things Becket. To that 
end, we can always use fresh perspectives and are looking 
for writers – both on the team, and outside writers who want 
to contribute occasionally. If you are interested, please reach 
out to us at info@becketbeat.org.

In this issue we have summarized the warrant articles that 
will be put to vote at the Town Meeting on May 10th and 
included the list of candidates running in the Town Election 
May 17th, among other things. There are subjects up for 
consideration that you might feel strongly about, whatever 
your position. Annual town meetings, where citizens vote 
on a myriad of articles only occur in New England and a few 
western states, so it is an opportunity to let your vote be your 
voice through this form of participatory governance.

participants. A sample of the actual ballot is included below. 

For a copy of the warrant and all articles go to  
www.townofbecket.org/administration

Annual Town Meeting, continued from page 1

Bear		  Hippo		 Lion
Crocodile	 Monkey	 Zebra
Elephant	 Penguin	 Giraffe
Flamingo	



Monthly Nutritionist and Chair 
Exercise Added to Senior Group 
Activities
by Marcia Parnell

In addition to snacks, lunch and bingo, the Becket Senior Group – which meets Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 10am to 2pm in the Community Room at Town Hall — is adding a monthly 
elder-care nutritionist visit and chair exercise to its regular activities. “It’s all part of a stay-
active-and-healthy effort for local seniors who may be challenged to prepare healthy meals 
or incorporate regular exercise and daily movement into their routines,” said Linda Shaw, co-
leader of the group. Chair exercise will run from 10:30 to 11 am and for now will be conducted 
on-line or by DVD. Anyone interested in leading the class is eligible for a stipend and asked to 
call Linda Shaw or Paula Bergeron at (413) 623-5934 ext. 127. 

Known by many long-time locals as the Council on Aging, Paula Bergeron, co-chair of the Group 
explains, “We’ve adopted the name Becket Senior Group to better describe who we serve.”

Transportation may be available for those who need it. Any senior is welcome and encouraged 
to participate in any or all activities that interest them – snacks, lunch, exercise or bingo.

citizens immediately: a Seasonal Communities provision and a provision addressing Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs).

The AHA designated 25 Massachusetts communities as “Seasonal.” Seventeen include all Cape Cod towns and Nantucket, and 
eight, including Becket, are in Berkshire County. Among other things, to become a designated seasonal community, more than 40% 
of a town’s housing units must be second homes, or seasonal.

Designated Seasonal Communities may:

•	 Create year-round housing occupancy restrictions;
•	 Develop housing with a preference for municipal workers;
•	 Establish a Year-Round Housing Trust Fund to create affordable housing for year-round residents;
•	 Create year-round housing for artists;
•	 Develop a comprehensive housing needs assessment;
•	 Allow tiny homes to be built by-right and used as year-round housing; and,
•	 Increase the property tax exemption for homes that are the owners’ primary residence.

The 25 communities designated as seasonal must vote to accept the designation, and there is a warrant article for this purpose 
that will be voted on at this year’s Becket Town Meeting. However, because the $5.16 billion legislation did not specify how much 
money the state will provide each designated community, some are skittish about approving their designation. In early April, the 
town of Stockbridge’s Select Board voted not to include a vote on the issue at its upcoming town meeting.

The Affordable Homes Act also allows homeowners to create ADUs by right in single-family zoning districts. ADUs may be half 
the square footage of a primary residence or 900 square feet, whichever is smaller. They may be within a home, attached to a 
home, or detached from it, and they must conform to Becket’s water, sewage, and electrical requirements. But, by law, the town’s 
restrictions must be no more limiting than the Act’s zoning stipulations. To address ADUs, the Becket Planning Board added Section 
6.9 to the Town’s zoning regulations. The new section prohibits ADUs from being used as Short-Term Rentals, because the purpose 
of these tiny homes is to add permanent housing for communities.

Unlike the Seasonal Communities provision, having Accessory Dwelling Units in Becket does not require approval by the town. No 
one knows how many ADUs will pop up in Becket in the foreseeable future. Still, at a Planning Board meeting I attended for this 
story in February, three people were also there wanting to know when they could build theirs.

Meanwhile, back on Nantucket, where we began this story, town Assessor Robert Ranney told me the island is already far down 
the ADU road. He said, “Out of the approximately 9,700 properties where people live, around 2,900 have more than one dwelling, 
such as a main house with a cottage or extra apartment.”

ADUs, continued from page 1
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Becket Senior 
Group 
Meets:

Tuesdays & 
Thursdays 
10am-2pm

Location:
Community Room 
Becket Town Hall



Tuesdays: Baby & Toddler Playgroup / 10-11am / Free
Saturdays: Storytime with Stay & Play / 10:30am-
12:30pm / Free / Stay after Storytime for snacks and a 
chance for kids to play and caregivers to connect with 
each other!
Tuesday, May 6: Book Club: Within Arm’s Reach by 
Ann Napolitano / 1:30pm / Free
Thursday, May 8: Mindful Making for Teens / 5:30-
7pm / Free
Saturday, May 10: Close at 1:30
Monday, May 12: Cookbook Club: The Pepper Thai 
Cookbook by Pepper Teigen / 6-7:30pm / Free
Tuesday, May 13: Movie Night for Adults / 6:30-
9:30pm, movie starts at 7pm / Free
Thursday, May 15: Game Night / 6-8pm / Free
Thursday, May 22: Mindful Making for Teens / 5:30-
7pm / Free
Saturday, May 24: Tend: Exploring Mindful-Driven 
Advocacy Fireside Book Discussion / 6pm / Free
Wednesday, May 28: Close at 6pm
Tuesday, June 3: Book Club / 1:30pm / Free

Thursdays: Yoga with Rima Sala / 9:30-10:30am /  
$15 per class (discount for members) 
Friday, May 2: New England Mosaic Society Member 
Show Opening Reception / 5-7pm / Free 
Sunday, May 4, 18, 25: Intro to Guitar with Dave 
Brown / $20/class ($15 for members; students in 
grades 9-12 free)
Thursday, May 8: Speaker Series Isabel Margolin: 
Creating Mosaics / 5-6pm / $5 (free for members)
Friday, May 16: New England Mosaic Collaborative 
Show Opening Reception / 5-7pm / Free
Saturday, May 17: Reading of ‘Art’ by Yasmina Reza 
(featuring Paula Langton, Mary Budzn, Elaine Vaan 
Hogue) with post-event talk / 2pm & 7pm / $25 
Sunday, May 18: Eco Printing with Plants / 1:30-
3:30pm / $55 (discount for members) 
Tuesday, May 20: The Art of Whiskey Tasting Series 3: 
Single Barrel Bourbon Tasting with Colin Goundrey / 
7-8pm / $60 
Wednesday, May 21: American Artists in the Civil 
War/ 5-6:30pm / Free (donations welcome) 
Saturday, May 24: Transcending Roots Herbal 
Medicine Workshop / 1-3pm / $30 (discount for 
members) 
Friday, May 30: Juried Exhibition - Outside In 
Opening Reception / 5-7pm / Free

BECKET ATHENAEUM BECKET ARTS CENTER
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Summer Marketplace Applications Open 

Apply by May 15

BecketArtsCenter.org/marketplace



TOWN GOVERNMENT
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
Wednesday, May 7: Board of Health / 5pm
Saturday, May 10: Annual Town Meeting / 2pm
Sunday, May 11: Finance Committee / 3pm
Monday, May 12: Candidate Public Forum / 5pm
Tuesday, May 13: Historical Commission / 1pm
Wednesday, May 14: Planning Board / 6pm
Saturday, May 17: Annual Town Election / 10am-7pm
Wednesday, May 21: Select Board / 7pm
Thursday, May 22: Cultural Council / 6:30pm
Tuesday, May 27: Conservation Comm. / 6pm

Mondays in May: Osteo Class w/ Rima Sala / 
Washington Town Hall / 11am / Free
Tuesdays in May: Yoga for Seniors w/ Rima Sala / 
Washington Town Hall / 9am / Free 
Tuesdays & Thursdays in May: Becket Senior Group 
Lunch & Bingo / Becket Town Hall / 10am-2pm /  
$3 for lunch
Wednesdays in May: Yoga / Becket Town Hall / 9am / 
$3
Fridays in May: Pickleball / 5-7pm / North Becket 
Tennis Court
Saturdays, May 3, 17: Food Pantry / Becket Federated 
Church / 9-11am  
Saturday, May 10: Mother’s Day Flower Sale / 9am-
3pm / First Congregational Church
Saturday, May 17:  Becket Estates Community Assoc. 
Tag Sale / 9-3pm / Gentian Hollow Rd entrance (rain 
date May 28)

For more on live and local music events, visit:
www.route8pub.com 
www.thedreamawaylodge.com/events
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Route 8 Pub Sunday Music Series 
5-8pm

5/4: The Ladies Diane and The Dukes
5/11: Adams Brothers

5/17-18: 2nd Anniversary Weekend Celebration 
music & giveaways all weekend

5/25: Jack Waldheim



Join the 1,700+ members of our Facebook Group! Visit: www.facebook.com/groups/becketbeat6

New and Improved Berkshires Outside Guide:  
Check it Out
by Marcia Parnell

Anyone interested in almost any type of outdoor activity has a new and improved 
tool to help them find and navigate recreational sites using the latest version of 
berkshiresoutside.org. Just scan the QR code provided here and you can choose 
from an array of outings sorted by 15 categories, including hiking, swimming, 
snowmobiling, off-road riding, fishing, horseback riding, and hunting – just to 
name a few. You may also choose to pick a location, like Becket, for example, and 
virtually every outdoor opportunity in town is listed. There are filters, too, which 
can help you zero in on designations like family-friendly, low visitation, or for sites 
near public transportation. 

The site was created and launched by the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission 
(BRPC) early last year. In its first year, 77,000 visitors viewed 167,000 pages during 
103,000 sessions with more than half on mobile devices. A key enhancement is 
that mobile users can now activate the “Find My Location” button on the map 
to help navigate trails. (Be sure to test in advance on your phone to confirm that 
location services are enabled in settings.) 

BRPC Assistant Director Laura Brennan explains, “There’s so much to explore in 
the Berkshires. We’re fortunate that a third of our land is protected and open to 
the public for all kinds of outdoor recreation activities. From our public outreach 
we learned that residents and visitors wanted a one-stop shop to learn more 
about all the Berkshires has to offer, including the many hidden gems that are 
often less crowded. That helps spread out the crowds and lessen the impact on 
delicate ecological systems.” Whatever you like to do outdoors, berkshiresoutside.
org can help you get out and navigate all the region has to offer – everything from 
trailheads to tent sites and bike paths to beaches. Check it out. 

Important 
Upcoming Town Events:

Becket Annual Town Meeting 
Saturday, May 10th at 2pm (note afternoon time) 

Becket Washington School

Candidates Public Forum 
Monday, May 12 at 5pm 

Community Room at Town Hall
Each candidate will make a 2-minute introductory 

statement followed by questions and answers from 
the audience. Don’t miss your chance to learn more! 

Sponsored by the Becket Town Clerk

Becket Annual Election 
Saturday, May 17th, polls open from 10am-7pm 

Becket Town Hall

Becket Memorial Day Parade 

Monday May 26th
10:30am Step-off from North Becket 
Cemetery (Line up at 10:00am)
11:00am Memorial Ceremony at Ballou Park 
(if rain, Federated Church)

Music by the Becket Praise Team –  
all residents of Becket and Washington
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Happy Three-Year Anniversary to the Becket Beat!
May 2025 marks the three-year anniversary of the Becket Beat. Thank you for helping us become 

your trusted source for community news and information. We couldn’t do it without you!

Art & Amy Alpert
Richard Andersen

Lynn & Michael Aptman
June & Bill Babcock

John Baglio
Linda & Rob Benton 
Howard Buxbaum

Mary Canty
Andi Cawein & Carlo Reca

Ken Cheeseman
Eileen Chodos
Aidan Clement

Laurie & Paul Consolati
Caitlin Dickinson

Kathy & Dave Dickinson
Judith Dichter
Suzanne Ehlers

Stephen & Libby Feldman
Marilyn & Arnold  Fish

Bob & Sue Gerstle
David Giannini& Pam Bachrach

Carolyn Graybeal

Bob Gross
Henry & Anne Hagenah

Dianne Iannuccilli
Ann Jon

Judy Keshner
Garth & Marianne Klimchuk

Judith Koppel
Ann Krawet

Adele Levine 
Jennifer Levine

Karen Ludington
Purr McEwen& Chuck Garman

Jeanne  Morano
Susan O’Brien

Marcia & Dan Parnell
Judy & Michael Pillinger

Troy Sherman
Harriet & Peter Stolper

Abigail & Arthur Telegen
Cathy Terwedow

Robert & Lee Watroba
Jeffrey & Consuelo Wilkinson

Phyllis & Michael Zieky

Thank you 
to our 2024 Donors



Want the Becket Beat delivered to your email inbox? Email info@becketbeat.org and let us know!
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Becket Arts Center - Mosaics, Plants, Theatre & More   
The days are getting longer and the Becket Arts Center has so much to offer 
in May! We welcome the New England Mosaic Society Member Show to our 
gallery with an opening reception on May 2 (on display through May 25) and 
Isabel Margolin speaks about creating mosaics for our Speaker Series on May 8. 

Enjoy a reading of Yasmina Reza’s provocative comedy Art on May 17 (at 2 & 
7pm) featuring Paula Langton, Mary Budzn, Elaine Vaan Hogue; proceeds will benefit our 
theatre program. Plants take center stage on May 18 with Eco Printing with Plants and on May 
24 with Transcending Roots Herbal Medicine Workshop. Plus, don’t miss class 3 in the Art of 
Whiskey Tasting on May 15 with Colin Goundrey and American Artists in the Civil War on May 
21. You can always find the latest events online at BecketArtsCenter.org/events

Athenaeum Presents Author Dr. Matthew Camp & Crafting for Teens
Come to the library lawn on May 24 at 6pm for Tend: Exploring Mindful-Driven Advocacy Fireside 
Book Discussion. In this interactive book discussion and workshop, local author Dr. Matthew 
Camp will draw from chapters of his book to explore the field of mindful-driven 
advocacy. Participants will help build and light a fire. Pulling from experiences 
in the wilderness, yoga, meditation, and two decades in politics, Dr. Camp 
approaches the often stern worlds of Zen and politics with a light-heartedness 
that allows readers and participants to steadily deepen their engagement. 

Local teens! Join us at the library on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month 
at 5:30pm for a quiet evening of crafting and connection. (And pizza!) Bring your own project or 
enjoy a provided craft and hang out with your friends while making new ones.

8

BECKET WASHINGTON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP (BWCP) NEWS

Mother’s Day Flower Sale
Saturday, May 10, 9am-3pm 

22 YMCA Road, Becket

10” Hanging Baskets, 10” Patio Pots,
Bedding Plants

To Benefit the Historical Restoration Efforts of
The First Congregational Church of Becket

413-623-8300

May word search answer


