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On the Job with Becket’s Finest

by Amy Alpert

The small entrance in the rear of Town Hall leads to the
offices of the Becket Police Department. Today, | met with
" Kristopher McDonough, Chief of Police and Michael Hunt,
K-9 Officer, to get a sense of what it is like to serve on the
police force in a rural town like Becket.

fl The department consists of five full-time officers and
one part-time officer. Previously, there were several
8 part-time officers but the state has since discontinued
adding part-time positions, favoring the standardized
training approach offered to full-time officers. Kris and
Mike completed the full-time, 800-hour, police academy.
B The other officers completed the Bridge Academy, 200-
" hour training. This academy was designed to provide
officers who did not previously attend a full-time police
academy with the necessary training to meet the new
certification standards set by the Massachusetts Peace
Officer Standards and Training (POST) Commission, an
independent state agency tasked with implementing a

Sgt. Michael Hunt & K-9 Rex, photo by Art Alpert

mandatory certification process for all Massachusetts police officers. i : ,@

Kristopher McDonough has served as Becket’s Police Chief since 2012, | \ POLICE
when he took over from Bill Elovirta. He joined the department as an 2 &
officer in 2008. As Chief he splits his time between the towns of Becket
and Otis, with both towns sharing the cost of his salary and benefits — a
collaborative arrangement that helps save tax payer dollars. As Becket is
larger geographically, Chief McDonough indicated that it is twice as busy for
the police force compared to Otis.

Under the Berkshire County Mutual Aid Agreement, the town of Becket’s
K-9 Unit has responded to 11 other Berkshire County towns. K-9 Officer
Michael Hunt and K-9 Rex have participated in search and rescue missions,
particularly for missing children and older adults. While Rex is currently in
training to search for drug detection, his main job remains human search
and rescue. Having a K-9 unit is a rare asset for a small town like Becket.

This canine initiative comes at a minimal cost to the town of Becket thanks
to a Stanton Foundation Grant that was awarded to the town and approved | T .
by the Select Board in 2018. The grant, totaling approximately $36,000 e b i s
paid for Officer Hunt'’s certification as a Canine Officer, and the equipment N

Becket Police Chief Kristopher McDonough, photo by Art Alpert
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Where friends M(EAT)!
St 2073 Hour's:
* Mon-Fri 3pm-12am
Sat-Sun 12pm-12am

’pm 71 Chester Road, Becket

413-623-8777

4 )\
Ecke papabobsplace.com

Dine-in | Take out | Pet Friendly

Recreational Cannabis Dispensary

HIMALAYANHIGHLLC.COM

NEW: LOTTERY, P1ZzZA, FROZEN DESSERTS

MON-WED S8AM-S8PM
THURS-SAT S8AM-10PM
SUN S8AM-4PM

413-679-3606

MENU AND
ONLINE
ORDERING:

CORMIER

LANDSCAPING
Lawn Service Driveways Clean Ups
Excavation Patios Tree Work
Retaining Walls ~ Mulching Plowing
Decks Custom Property Design  Stone Work
P : i PO Box 148
o s Becket, MA 01223
Gerry Cormier 413 822-0739
Randy Cormier gerrycormier@yahoo.com

413 623-5500"

3235 Main St. Becket, MA.

Sherwood
Shoppe

413-623-2338

“From Scratch”
Baking & Cooking
NOW OPEN
Tues. - Sun.
8am -7pm

*“Wnllam ‘ Sotheby’S

Pitt | internaTiONAL REALTY
LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERT

%8 THOM GARVEY
§ TGARVEY@WPSIR.COM
508-371-8219

. GREAT BARRINGTON BROKERAGE
i 306 & 308 Main Street | 413.528.4192
WILLIAMPITT.COM

The HMLP
m program provides
Ll modifications for
home accessibility

HOME MODIFICATION  improvements

LOAN PROGRAM including
0% interest, bathrooms,

deferred payment loan program kitchens, & more

For more information, please contact
Berkshire Regional Planning Commission at:
HMLP@berkshireplanning.org

Support Local Businesses!

Becket events, meetings, and more: www.BecketBeat.org/Community-Calendar




McNerney Road:
A Family History

by Mark Hanford

A new plaque has been placed in the North Becket Memorial
Park across from the library. It lists veterans from Becket who
served in the Revolutionary and Civil Wars. One hundred
and seventy-five men from Becket served in the Union army
during the Civil war. Some did not return home. One of those
young men was John McNerney, the eldest of Michael and
Nora McNerney’s 11 children.

The McNerneys were a rugged and persevering family, who
left Ireland for America at the height of the Potato Famine for
a six-week voyage on the sailing vessel The President, arriving
on March 7, 1849. In tow were 4-year-old John, his two-year-
old sister, and infant Bridget.

Years later, at age 18 on December 23, 1863, son John
McNerney enlisted in Company B of the 37th Massachusetts
Infantry. The 37th was organized in Pittsfield under the
command of Col. Oliver Edward. It consisted mostly of
residents from the western part of the state. During their
time in service, the 37th lost four officers and 165 enlisted
men in battle and 92 to disease. John McNerney died on May
12,1864, at the battle of Spotsylvania, Virginia. The 37th also
had 593 soldiers at the battle of Gettysburg.

A poem, likely written by one of John’s sisters or possibly
his father, was included in John’s mother Nora’s obituary
published in the Pittsfield Sun. It describes a mother’s pain
and anguish at the loss of her eldest son. Here is an excerpt
from that poem:

One by One they have been gathered here to the place
beyond the dome

To the place where trouble ceases

Which we call eternal home

And there waiting are the loved ones, dear ones
Who have gone before Sons and Daughters
Radiant beaming

at the open portals door

And we Fain would see the meeting
with the first-born hero boy

He whose life was to his mother
More than Gold without alloy

Yet she gave it to his Country
Gave it freely though with pain
Now her soul will gladly greet him
For no parting comes again

The foundation of the McNerney farm still stands nestled in
the remains of Michael McNerney’s apple orchard where one
can imagine young John and his siblings playing and climbing
on their father’s apple trees all those years ago.

Mark your Calendar for
a Special Town Meeting

Saturday, September 20th at 2pm
at the Becket Washington School

Voter approval sought for:

¢ Paved Road Bond Financing for up to $5 million.

e Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) By-Law. Article
addresses local stipulations for the state’s Affordable
Homes Act. ADU article was tabled at the May 10th
Annual Town Meeting (ATM).

e Conservation Commission By-Law. Addition of two
alternate members with staggered three-year terms
to address coverage and improve efficiency.

Learn more in advance. Attend a public hearing to
explain details and answer questions about these topics
on Wednesday, August 13th at 6pm in the Town Hall
Community Room.

Important Notice:

Becket Town Hall will be closed to the public
August 25th through September 1st for parking lot
repaving. Town officials ask that you please plan
any Town Hall related errands accordingly.

Pease Store

11 Main Street, Chester MA

Open Saturdays 9-2 - Lots of great deals!
Caps and sweatshirts for 12 hilltowns

Work clothes, boots, galoshes,
adult and children’s shoes, and more

Guest vendors most Saturdays including
local bakers and craftspeople

HAHAGENAH®@GMAIL.COM
413.243.15194CELL/TEXT)

HENRY A. HAGENAH
TOBERMOUNTAINREALESTATE.COM

Becket events, meetings, and more: www.BecketBeat.org/Community-Calendar




Becket Police, continued from page 1

needed for our first K-9, Kain. Sadly, Kain passed away last fall. After the passing
of K-9 Kain, K-9 Rex was generously donated to the department.

Unfortunately, our interview was cut short because Mike and Kris got a call Becket Police Department

to an accident on Route 20 — just another day on duty at the Becket Police

Department. Phone: (413) 623-6010

: : Emergency: 911
— BECKET TOWN HALL| BENEY

— — Facebook:
= : ' - - www.facebook.com/becketpolicett
E i i i Online:

== ' www.townofbecket.org/police-department

Dog Owners and Forest Animals: Beware the Quill

by Susan Neul

Which of the many mammals that live in the Becket woods

should a dog walker be most afraid his dog will tangle with?
Black bears? The largest of the Becket wild animals, black bears | L}
are frequently sighted but unless they are new moms with cubs
in tow, they will skedaddle when they hear you coming. Bear- |
inflicted injuries to dogs do indeed happen and often will be |
the subject of sensational news articles, but veterinarians in the
Berkshires say it’s been years or maybe decades since they’'ve | 1Y
treated any dogs who have tangled with a bear.

We

The same goes for coyotes. Perhaps because owners of small
dogs know better than to take their little guys into the woods =
during coyote mating season when these hungry predators are |
most aggressive. Suburban coyotes are notorious for snatching
pocket dogs and cats out of yards but this doesn’t happen much
in the Berkshires. Owners are either more cautious here or the
coyotes have an abundance of easier food available.

What about the fierce, aggressive and very carnivorous fisher
and bobcats? Fishers have indeed been known to snatch cats,
but keep in mind that they typically weigh less than 10 pounds
and will tree themselves rather than attempt to take on a
dog. Bobcats are much bigger and theoretically able to best a gy 2 _ . :

20-pound dog but they tend to hunt at night and are much more Porcupine, photo by Susan Neul
interested in an easy meal than a fight.

So, what wild animal in Becket is responsible for the most visits to the veterinarian? The porcupine! And it isn’t even carnivorous
or aggressive. It’s just a simple wood-gnawing rodent, with teeth perfectly situated to peel bark but not exactly great at inflicting
harm to other animals. Surprisingly, it’s the cheesy, rank odor of porcupines that entices dogs to follow their nose to find out what
or who produces such a yummy odor, only to get a painful surprise upon discovery.

Contrary to common thought, the porcupine does not shoot its quills. When threatened, it hides its head in a nook of tree roots
or similar spot and leaves its butt and tail facing the aggressor. It can swing its tail into a dog’s nose and hopefully send the
Continued on page 9
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see page 6
for more >>

Full listing & details: www.BecketBeat.org/Community-Calendar

BECKET ARTS CENTER

Wednesdays: Drop-In Workshop “The Art of Voice”
Weekly Summer Sing-Along / 4-6pm / Free
Thursdays: Yoga with Rima Sala / 9:30-10:30am / $15
per class (discount for members)

Fridays: Creative Modern Dance w/ Louise / 10-11am
/ $15 per class (discount for members) / ages 18+
Saturday, August 2: Midsummer Celebration of the
Arts / 4-6pm / $120

Friday, August 8: ‘Bits and Places’ Opening Reception
/ 5-7pm / Free

Saturday, August 9: Music Brings Communities
Together: The Juckets / 5-7pm / Free

Thursday, August 14: Speaker Series: Natalie Tyler /
5-7pm / S5 (free for members)

Friday, August 22: ‘MOTIF’ Opening Reception /
5-7pm / Free

Saturday, August 23: Music Brings Communities
Together: Hot Sauce / 5-7pm / Free

Wednesday, August 27: Plein Air / 10am-1pm / $10
(free for members)

Thursday, August 28 & Friday, August 29: Mosaic
Workshop w/ Denise White / 1-3pm (Thursday) &
1-2pm (Friday) / $60 (discount for members)

Cormier
Tree Service

Tree Removal Excavation Plowing

Tree Topping Driveways Stonework
Wood Chipping Patios Land Clearing

bing PO Box 148

Proprietors: Becket, MA 01223
Gerry Cormier 413-822-0739
Randy Cormier gerrycormier@yahoo.com

ABELES ‘® ASSOCIATES

ARCHITECTS,

I N C .

BECKET ATHENAEUM

Friday, August 1: Family Movie: The Wild Robot /
4-6:30pm, movie starts at 4:30pm / Free

Saturdays except 8/16: Storytime with Stay & Play

/ 10:30am-12:30pm / Free / Stay after Storytime for
snacks and a chance for kids to play and caregivers to
connect with each other!

Tuesdays: Baby & Toddler Playgroup / 10-11am / Free
Tuesday, August 5: Book Club: The Women by Kristin
Hannah / 1:30pm / Free

Tuesday, August 5: Level Up Your News Media Literacy
with Phil Eil / 6-7pm / Free

Monday, August 11: Cookbook Club: The Complete
Summer Cookbook by America’s Test Kitchen /
6-7:30pm / Free

Thursday, August 14 & 28: Mindful Making for Teens /
5:30-7pm / Free

Saturday, August 16: Super You! Hero Training
Academy Magic Show with Mike Bent / 2-2:45pm /
Free

Thursday, August 21: Game Night / 6-8pm / Free
Tuesday, August 26: Movie Night for Adults / 6:30-
9:30pm, movie starts at 7pm / Free

Wednesday, August 27: Close at 6pm

Saturday, August 30 & Sunday, August 31: Book &
Bake Sale Fundraiser & Library Open / 10am-4pm / By
donation (cash or check)

Tuesday, September 2: Book Club / 1:30pm / Free

OPEN MON, WED, THUR 12-9PM
FRI & SAT 12-10PM | 413.269.4400

KNOKX TRAIL INN

SOUPS & SALADS LIVE MUSIC

| BURGERS EVERY WEEKEND

PIZZAS & CALZONES Serving American comfortfood | TRIVIA NIGHT

GREAT APPETIZERS in our Historical Inn with a lively pub EVERY THURSDAY

SPECIAL ENTREES and quaint dining room SPINDLE

| CHEF SPECIALS KNOX FAVORITE MUSIC BINGO

[TASTY COCKTAILS PRIME RIB KELLIOKE

Gluten-Free & Vegetarian Choices 160z. sloyv-roasted KARAOKE & DJ
DINE IN OR TAKE OUT SE[VEddWIth POtaTO Like Us on Facebook

Booka private [,Sae:,ed‘?:grglse; Follow Us on Instagram

party with us! B knoxtrailinn.com
1898 EAST OTIS ROAD (RT. 23) EAST OTIS, MA
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see page 5
<< for more

Full listing & details: www.BecketBeat.org/Community-Calendar

TOWN GOVERNMENT COMMUNITY EVENTS

Tuesday, August 5: Board of Assessors / 11am
Wednesday, August 6: Board of Health / 5pm
Wednesday August 6: Select Board/Finance Working
Meeting / 6pm

Tuesday, August 12: Historical Commission / 3pm
Wednesday, August 13: Planning Board Public Hearing
(to discuss special town meeting topics) / 6pm
Wednesday, August 20: Bylaw Review Comm. / 10am
Wednesday, August 20: Select Board / 6:30pm

For more on live and local music events, visit:
www.route8pub.com
www.thedreamawaylodge.com/events
www.facebook.com/PapaBobsentertainmenthall

Route 8 Pub Sunday Music Series
5-8pm

8/3: Tom Filiault and the Saddle Up All-Stars

8/10: Fannie Pack
8/17: Ed Rejuny
8/24: The Ladies Diane and The Dukes
8/31: Labor Day Show with Jack Waldheim

ToM SERMINI
Owner

SERMINI MASONRY
Masonry Repairs and Restorations

1820 Jacobs Ladder Road
Becket, Ma. 01223

413-274-0115
serminimasonry@gmail.com

413-447-5846

Ginger Conner, The Becket Connection

RED HorsE REAL ESTATE
www. RedHorseRealEstate.com

PO Box 111 Becket MA 01223
Ginger@RedHorseRealEstate.com

Mondays in August: Chair Yoga for Seniors /
Washington Town Hall / 11am / Free

Tuesdays in August: Yoga for Seniors w/ Rima Sala /
Washington Town Hall / 9am / Free

Tuesdays in August: Berkshire Mobile Farmers Market
/ 3:30-5:30pm / Becket Town Hall Pavilion

Tuesdays in August: Bean Bag Baseball / 6-8pm /
Becket Town Park Pavilion

Tuesdays & Thursdays in August: Becket Senior Group
/ Becket Town Hall / 10am-2pm / free Chair Yoga
10:30-11:00am followed by Lunch and Bingo / Becket
Town Hall / Lunch S3

Wednesdays in August: Yoga / Becket Town Hall / 9am
/$3

Fridays in August: Pickleball / 5-7pm / North Becket
Tennis Court

Fridays in August: Farmer’s Market @ Becket Country
Store / 4-7pm / Live music, local vendors, and more
Saturdays, August 2, 16: Food Pantry / Becket
Federated Church / 9-11am

Saturday, August 23: End of Summer/Back to School
Celebration / 9am-3pm / Becket Federated Church /
Free

Saturday, August 30: All You Can Eat Breakfast /
Becket Federated Church / 8-10am / $10

Unoccuplied
Property Specialists

Residential & Commercial

Chris Maccarini, PMP

Owner

Homes « Bulldings « Property

",

LICENSED BONDED INSURED

617-816-6152
info@crmhomewatch.com
crmhomewaich.com

PO Box 791, Becket, MA 01223

Tom's Painting
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
POWER WASHING,
DECKS AND MORE

413-729-3988

tomsalzer49@yahoo.com
Becket, MA 01223




Summer Photos
from Around Town
by Art Alpert

Farmer’s Market at the
Becket Country Store -
every Friday, 4-7pm from
June 13-September 26

Pickleball, every Friday

> (May 2-September 26)
from 5-7pm at the North
Becket Tennis Court

So much to do
around town! Visit:
becketbeat.org/
community-calendar



State Rep Leigh Davis in a “Constituent Conversation”
at the Becket Arts Center (BAC)

by Marcia Parnell

Fresh off the Mass Pike from Boston, State Representative
Leigh Davis held a “Constituent Conversation” at the BAC on
Friday, June 20th. Attended by nearly 40 constituents from
several Berkshire County towns, Davis kicked off the session
by explaining a bit about her background, status of the state
budget, and experience thus far as a state legislator. She then
gueried every attendee about their top issue or concern.

Anticipating anxiety about the impact of federal funding cuts, |
Davis said she and her colleagues are keeping a close watch on
what’s happening in the U.S. Congress and Senate. In FY 2025

Federal funding accounted for 33% of the State’s $69.2 billion R

budget. Despite the uncertainty, Davis explained there is good
news in that the state has $1.3 billion in its 4% surtax fund (aka

millionaire’s tax), which can only be spent on transportation and | &

education, and a healthy rainy-day fund. But she also cautioned
that the rainy-day fund would not be used to replace federal
funding. Instead, state legislators will be looking for alternatives
and Davis believes a lot was learned from the Covid experience
that can be drawn upon.

Davis said that her time as a Great Barrington Select Board and
Finance Committee member serves her well in her new job. (Davis
was elected to fill the seat vacated by long-time rep Smitty Pignatelli
and took office on January 1, 2025.) Still, it was a bit of baptism by
fire, she explained. The legislative session opened on January 1 and
bills were due by January 15th. The process involved long hours
and fast-paced, detailed work with colleagues and staff. She also
noted that she has found her fellow legislators — 132 Democrats
and 25 Republicans — collegial and helpful, much more so than she
anticipated.

Top issues cited by attendees and recorded by Davis on her tablet
ran the gamut: education; health care; meeting basic needs;
housing; infrastructure including transportation, roads, schools,
internet and cellular access; voting rights; youth engagement,
protection and safety of the immigrant population; poverty; energy
policy; streamlining regulations; and small-business needs.

At the end of the conversation Davis presented BAC board chair Ken
Cheeseman with a donation check of S500 from the Leigh Davis
Committee. As she later explained, “As someone who comes from
an arts background, | believe deeply in the power of the arts to bring
people together, spark creativity and strengthen rural communities.
The Becket Arts Center’s mission reflects my own values — equity,
access and community investment.”

To learn more about the bills Davis is sponsoring visit www.
leighdavis.org/general-5. Davis also cited malegislature.gov as a
great way to learn about bills in play that you may want to add your
voice to in support or opposition.

a%

(L to R) Team Leigh Volunteer Tommie Hutto-Blake, State Rep Lei

4

igh Davis and
BAC Board members Paula Langton and Ken Cheeseman, photo by Asa Stone

Kids’ Corner
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Answer key on page 10

8 Join the 1,900+ members of our Facebook Group! Visit: www.facebook.com/groups/becketbeat




Cormier Family Business Expands in Becket

by Cathy Terwedow

What do you do when you run successful tree, trucking, landscaping, and
excavation businesses, and it rains for days on end? Or two feet of snow drops
in 24 hours, followed by a mud season that never seems to end? Easy! If you're
Gerry and Tyler Cormier, you start yet another business: Cormier Country Storage.

Gerry was born and bred in Becket. He attended all the local schools: Becket
Washington Elementary (BWS), Nessacus Middle, and Wahconah High. Growing
up on his father’s property, he learned to cut trees, operate heavy equipment,
landscape and create fishponds from a very young age.

As a young adult, Gerry bought a truck and started Cormier Trucking, growing
the business from one truck to seven and taking on drivers to deliver precast
Unistress concrete (and other items) throughout New England.

In 2001, Gerry’s entrepreneurial spirit kicked in when he realized he could earn
money doing what he loved: landscaping. Thus were Cormier Tree Service and §
Cormier Landscaping born. Brother Randy, who tended the books for 20 years,
left a year ago. Word of mouth spread, and Gerry’s businesses grew. Now 13 ¢
trucks strong and operating out of a renovated sawmill near BWS, Cormier
businesses are growing again.

e g
Gerry and Tyler Cormier, photo by Cathy Terwedow

Gerry’s son, 22-year-old Tyler, has joined his father as a partner. Having majored in forestry at Smith Vocational, Tyler says he was
born for this work, and dad agrees. “Tyler is more than ready to step in. | trust him to handle anything in the field. He’s bright and
ambitious, my right-hand man,” said Gerry.

As for the new business, Gerry likes the stable income of storage. “So much of our business is driven by weather. Too much snow,
not enough sleep. Too little snow, not enough income. Ditto for rain. We lease to the state, plowing Routes 20, 112, and 23 from
Worthington to Westfield and Russell to Blandford. We excavate, mow, grade roads, build retaining walls, design patios and decks,
you name it. But we’re always praying for good weather.”

The ability to sell, rent, and store a wide range of containers and dumpsters should smooth the Cormier income curve, enabling
Gerry to dream of beach vacations funded by steady, non-weather-dependent rentals. The new business is pending Planning Board
approval.

Beware the Quill, continued from page 4

R o R ST S IR LY B2 canine running back to its owner. The quills inflicted in a tail swat
; r i “74® can usually be removed with pliers at home. Pulling them out
t. definitely hurts and some dogs will protest greatly. It’s the quills
in the mouth that need professional removal under sedation.
¢ One attempt by a dog to grab the critter in its mouth can resultin
%" hundreds of quills in the tongue, gums and upper palate. Quills
b are known for their ability to migrate, so immediate removal
d is necessary before a quill travels to the eye or brain. Local
0 veterinarians say they remove quills at least once a week and,
* when the porcupines are particularly active, they need to send
i clients to the emergency vets in the area to meet the demand.

| Will a dog once quilled learn its lesson? Vets say no. The prey
instinct is too strong. One Becket resident reports that his dog
B ? TR & tangled with a porcupine, and perhaps the same porcupine, three
;’!& Tl o T e « weeks in a row, and the dog was on a leash! But another resident
Porcupine, photo by Susan Neul insists her dog remembers the pain from the first encounter and
now just dances around porcupines but doesn’t approach. She attributes this to the superior intelligence of German Shepherds,
which makes veterinarians laugh. The bottom line: keep your canine friends as far away from porcupines as you possibly can.

KEEP THE BEAT GOING - DONATE ONLINE AT WWW.BECKETBEAT.ORG 9




Word search answers

S ERMOROSEN Y
v 2

K
P

MULLEN HOUSE MUSEUM

Open Saturdays through August:
Learn about the Quarry, Becket Basket

industry, and General Store
Hours: 12-3pm
or by appointment: 623-4146
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Summer Music Series: Sundays, U
4-6pm @ Washington Town Park

€ »|mlo S

Bring a picnic; ice cream & water available
for purchase. Great local music!
8/3 Rock 201; 8/10 Just-N—Kace Band;
8/17 Krishna Guthrie Band;
8/24 John Street Jive; 8/31 Rev Tor Band

BECKET WASHINGTON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP (BWCP) NEWS

End of Summer/Back to School Celebration

WHEN: Saturday, August 23, 9am-3pm

WHERE: Becket Federated Church (3391 Main St., Becket)

WHAT: Bounce House w/ Water Slide — Balloon Animals — Crafts & Games for Kids — Vendors —
Bake Sale — Raffle Baskets — DJ — and more!
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Becket Arts Center - Sing, Dance, and Play in August
Art is alive in August at the Becket Arts Center. The solo exhibit of our 2025 BECKET

Becket Arts Center poster winner, Kristi W. Colbert, opens Friday, August 8 at A RTS
5pm, and the exhibit ‘MOTIF’ opens Friday, August 22.

Ongoing weekly offerings include: Paula Langton’s “The Art of Voice” a CE NTER
community summer sing-along on Wednesdays from 4-6; Yoga with Rima Sala

on Thursdays at 9:30; and Creative Modern Dance on Fridays from 10-11.

Music Brings Communities Together continues August 9 and 23 with the Juckets and then Hot
Sauce. Our speaker series moves to Chesterwood on August 14 at 6pm with Natalie Tyler; Plein
Air returns on August 27; and we host a mosaic workshop on August 28 & 29. You can always find
the latest events online at BecketArtsCenter.org/events

Movie, Magic, and Media Literacy at the Becket Athenaeum

As August unfolds, let’s start with a shout-out to our Summer Reading program participants for
getting us more than three quarters of the way through our community goal of 100 hours of
combined reading. If you haven’t signed up, it is not too late! Visit our website for more info
about Beanstack, our new online reading tracker or come into the library for a paper tracker and
start logging your or your child’s reading to earn prizes.

On August 1, we’ll have a Family Movie showing of The Wild Robot at 4:30pm.
Pizza and light snacks provided, or byo dinner. Come early to get settled. On
August 5 at 6pm, adults are invited to join us for a conversation with acclaimed
journalist Philip Eil about the current state of news media, how we got to this
complex and chaotic moment, and what media consumers can do to maintain
a healthy information diet. At 2pm on August 16, Mike Bent presents Super You! Hero Training
Academy Magic Show. Using hilarious comedy, amazing magic, crazy puppets, music, sound
effects and riveting storytelling, the show will help kids discover their inner “super powers!”

Want the Becket Beat delivered to your email inbox? Email info@becketbeat.org and let us know!
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